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Captains Corner  
 

Autumn has suddenly arrived and the club golfing year, weekend and weekday competitions, 
has very quickly advanced into the final sections – hampers, turkeys etc. 
It’s been quite an extraordinary season in many respects particularly with regard to the 
extent to which the weather adversely dominated much of the playing year. This same 
phenomenon posed many challenges too for our course drainage system and maintenance. 
However, the significant and forward looking measures that had been introduced in recent 
years ensured that the hardship which might otherwise have caused us real problems from a 
playability point of view was well absorbed. Of course lessons were learnt for the future and 
continuous improvements will be ongoing. 

That said, and despite our best aspirations, our competitive year in terms of inter club 
matches failed to yield any new pennants or trophies.  Nevertheless, all members who were 
part of the various teams deserve great credit for taking time to represent the club so well 
and to engage in what were really exciting competitive events. Great thanks too are due to 
the team managers and assistant managers for putting the panels of players together, 
organising the matches and ensuring that visiting teams were well catered for. 
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Captains Corner Contd. 
 
 
Our last hope of competitive notoriety was the National final of the Independent Newspapers 
/ Allianz Insurance Executive Golf Trophy – a  National three person team event for the 
Captain, Lady Captain and a Club Officer which was held in the K Club on September 6th and 
for which we qualified in April last. 
In the event, both Captains Eamonn and Aveen together with Honorary Secretary Michael 
O’Connor battled bravely on the Ryder Cup course but, again, despite our best efforts an 
elusive pennant escaped our grasp again!  
Of course, true to the Olympian ethos, the objective is to compete rather than to win and in 
that regard we believe we have, all of us, competed and acquitted ourselves very well indeed. 

One event which was a great success this year was the Captains’ Charity. This was played on 
24th and 25th August in aid of the Cancer Care Unit of Our Lady’s Hospital Crumlin. As a result 
of the great support from the many Corporate Firms who participated in the Team event on 
the Friday together with the great support from the members on the Saturday team event we 
have been in a position to donate €16,000 to this most deserving cause - a really wonderful 
achievement of which we should all be rightfully proud. 
Our heartfelt  thanks goes to the organising committee, and to all of those who promoted the 
event, sold raffle tickets and generally provided help and assistance on the days, at the 
dinners and during the prize giving but most particularly to you the members. 

The year to-date has been full of many other notable and enjoyable events but space at this 
time does not allow for a full review. However, we will return to these and other matters 
later in the year. Meanwhile continued best wishes to all and let’s hope we experience some 
good autumn golfing weather and some good social events too over the next few months. 
 
Eamonn Brennan                                                            Aveen Magner Lyons 
Captain                                                                            Lady Captain 

Out and About the House 
 

In the last month, a review and cost analysis on the upgrading of the Windows in the 
clubhousehas taken place. We will keep you posted on further developments. 
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IN CONVERSATION WITH’ …………     BRID HEALY 

 
Brid Healy is no stranger to Howth Golf Club; in fact Brid was Lady Captain in 1962…50 years ago!!  
Brid shared her club duties that year with Club Captain, Johnny Martin. 
 
Brid joined the Club with her husband Sean, at that time there were only about 60 Lady Members, or 
Lady Associates as the Ladies were known as then. 
Apparently, Sean took to the golf immediately, but Brid admits she was a ‘slow starter’, until Philly 
McHenry took her under his wing & coincidently she won the Philly McHenry foursomes twice!!  
 
They both became fully integrated members and socialized at the club regularly with friends.  In fact 
we might have Brid to thank for a great tradition that continues today – the ‘concert’ at the Ladies 
Christmas Dinner!!  Friday night at the club became a regular event for Sean & Brid.  After a nice tea 
in the club, catered for by Nelly & Mary, the entertainment commenced, in the form of a concert 
with Brid on the piano.  Brid also started a HGC choir which included Ken Walsh, Jack Moore, Alan 
Finlay and Sean O’Brien. 
 
Brid has contributed enormously to the club over the years, on committees and managing Club 
Teams. She has been a trustee of Howth Golf Club since 1999. She  has enjoyed participating  and 
admits it was all fun. 
A very gracious lady, Brid is convinced that her life achievements & successes both in the education 
of children and in golf are down to luck.  
 
Thank you Brid for giving us some insight on the club social history & congratulations 
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Social Butterfly September 2012. 

Well our summer only showed its face in early September, as we have had a mixture of 
sunshine, rain, wind and showers during the summer months.   The Husband and Wife 
Competition held on Saturday 7th July was a glorious day, every couple had a Child of Prague 
in the garden!  I also heard it said that God must be a “Husband”!!   A most enjoyable day 

was had by all who took part.  The evening meal, presentation of prizes and entertainment 
was excellent.   For the first time the music which was Samba style was easy on the ear and 
allowed everyone to chat and listen without being blasted out of it.    

Our prize-winners were Seamus and Joyce Hanrahan who won the coveted Cup with 38 
points.  There were six prize-winner couples and each couple received beautiful prizes.   The 
fun of the Husband and Wife is very much like the Late Late Show where there is something 
for everyone in the audience, so everyone who took part won a prize. 

Our thanks must go to John and Pauline Jones for arranging such an excellent and enjoyable 
event, a lot of work went into it and it was very much appreciated by all the participants. 

Lady Captain Aveen, Winners Joyce and Seamus Hanrahan, pictured with the 
Organiser’s, John and Pauline Jones and Captain Eamonn 
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Social Butterfly Contd. 

Open Week started on Sunday 8th July and sadly the weather was not kind on Monday 9th 
July which was the first Ladies Open Team of Four Competitions.  This had to be cancelled 
but thankfully was rescheduled for early September in beautiful sunshine.  The second 
ladies competition held on Wednesday 11th July went ahead to much improved weather 
conditions and it was sponsored by Butler’s Pantry.  Everyone was spoilt with homemade 
lemonade and sumptuous brownies between the 10th and 11th and if you were lucky you 
also got some samplings between the 8th and the 9th!!  A thank you to Butler’s Pantry for 
sponsoring this event for the second successive year. 

The Men’s competitions on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday were all held without any weather 
impact, a mixed competition took place on Saturday and a Team of Four event closed the 
Open Week on Sunday 15th July. A thank you must go to all our sponsors during our Open 
Week; their generosity is very much appreciated.  

The next major event was held on Saturday 21st July where the two Captains held their 
competitions for the Ladies and Gentlemen of the Club.  The weather was absolutely 
magnificent and was much enjoyed by all who took part with beautiful prizes being 
presented by both Captains. 

The Captains’ Corporate Charity Day was held on Friday 24th August and the Captains’ 
Members Charity Day was on Saturday 25th August.  Both days were very well supported 
and the Charity nominated this year was Our Lady’s Hospital in Crumlin.  It was said that 
approx €13,000 was raised by the Club over the two days so the members and their guests 
should be very proud of the support given.  There was a talk on both evenings from 
different representatives from Our Lady’s Hospital explaining how the funds would be used.. 

Now that autumn is upon us and fortunately some nice weather as well, Eileen and her 
Committee (and the ever supportive Des, Eileen’s hubby) have been putting together a 
schedule of social events for the dark evenings ahead.  The first of these will take place on 
Friday 28th September  at 8 pm where Matt Murphy and Stephen Burns will present “An 
Evening with Oscar Wilde”, in which they will explore the life, loves, triumphs and tragedies 
of Ireland’s greatest wit.  In telling the story of this great writer, they will act out scenes 
from a number of his plays. These will include “The Importance of Being Earnest,’” “The 
Ideal Husband,” and “The Picture of Dorian Grey.” 

Tickets are available at the Club Bar at the giveaway price of only €15.  We look forward to 
seeing a large number of members and friends on Friday 28th September. 

There are other exciting events in the melting pot but nothing has been confirmed as yet, 
but don’t worry we will keep everyone informed as soon as future events have been 
finalised.  
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 ‘New Kids on the Block! ‘ 
 
Hopefully, since the last edition our new members have enjoyed some golf, despite the 
weather we witnessed during the summer months.  A warm and friendly welcome to our 
newest, student member, Frankie Power - I hope you have many happy hours ‘studying’ our 
wonderful course!   
 
Looking back on the year, it has been a fruitful one for new members.  In all, so far, we have 
55 new members including husband and wife couples, students, cadets, juniors and even an 
overseas member. A lot of hard work had gone into making this happen.  It is a credit to the 
various committees for making the club more accessible through innovative membership 
offers and, most importantly, to all the members who have been so helpful, in encouraging 
and welcoming these new recruits. I would like to mention the positive feedback received 
from young and ‘not so young’ members about the warmth and friendliness of the club.   
 
We need to keep the momentum going so talk to your friends, neighbours, colleagues and 
family and encourage them to join H.G.C.  You’ve heard of the butterfly effect! Keep 
‘driving’!  And to ‘round’ it all off, a couple of quotes for a laugh….. 
 
"Give me the fresh air, a beautiful partner, and a nice round of golf... and you can keep the 
fresh air and the round of golf."  (Jack Benny) 
 
 They say golf is like life, but don't believe them. Golf is more complicated than that. 
(Gardner Dickinson) 

Young Guns: 
 
July and August are always the busy months for junior golf in Howth. Despite some inclement 
weather the Boys and Girls enjoyed the summer season with good numbers attending the Tuesday 
morning competitions. The Junior Open day  took place on Tuesday 17th July with a modest 
contingent of visitors.  
 
The parent and Child competition took place on Friday 17th August. Frank and  Robbie Hynes were 
victorious with Stephen/ Paul McDonald in 2nd and  Robert/Rebecca Herssens in 3rd. This was an 
enjoyable event and our thanks to the sponsors Gerry and Mary Murphy. 
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Laura Doherty was picked to play for Leinster Girls in the Interprovincial Match at Ballinrobe.  She 
had a great win on the second day beating Jessica Ross 4&3 to help Leinster beat the favorites Ulster 
and finish in second place. Laura also won the Ria Kenny Girls Trophy in Elm Park on 6th August. 
 Howth Girls played in the Inter Club Championship at Corrstown in July. Team was Laura Doherty, 
Sophie Harrison, Lauren McGinn and Breanne Flynn.  Unfortunately they did not get through to the 
second round but with them having to give a number of shots to their opponents it was always going 
to be a big challenge.  Weather conditions were awful with torrential rain for most of the day. 

The summer season concluded with the Junior Captains’ Prizes. Unfortunately the Girls were rained 
off on Monday 27th and this will be replayed at some stage over the coming weeks. Shane O’Hare 
enjoyed beautiful sunshine on Tuesday 28th for his Junior Captains Prize. Despite some schools 
returning that day we still had a record entry of 30 boys. John Smyth took the main prize with Simon 
Foy in 2nd and Matthew Duignan and Aaran Keenan in a tie for 3rd. Aaran Lantry won the yellow tee 
competition with Sean McCarthy in 2nd place. The Cadets (Blue tees) competition was won by  Jake 
Lantry with Thomas Crinion and Charlie Grant in joint 2nd place. 

The Fingal Boys League concluded on Monday 13th August in Beaverstown GC. This is a team 
competition played over 8 consecutive Mondays. 16 Clubs compete with each club hosting an event 
every 2nd year. A team consists of 4 players (Under 18 years of age) with the best 3 scores to 
count.  Malahide GC won the league with Howth coming a respectable 8th out of the 16 teams. Well 
done to all who played on the team and  especially to the team manager Peter Gillett. 

Young Guns contd. 
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In And Around The Greens 
 

The most important development since the last Tee Times has been the purchase of two 
fairway mowers (good second hand models) to replace older machines which were 
increasingly inefficient. As well as reducing repair bills these 'new' mowers will deliver 
better quality fairways. The new Tee mats into use for the winter and members need to 
have shorter tees as the mats don’t 'take' the larger tees. It will be obligatory to use the 
actual tee mats when in use --no moving two club lengths onto grass!!  
 
Some plans for the future include bunker drainage at the 4th and 14th, and local drainage on 
the 2nd fairway, the area between 3rd and 4th greens, the 13th fairway and 15th the green. 
Additionally, it is hoped to develop a short course for Seniors and Beginners. 
  
Please remember to bring a Divot bag when playing and use all the mix to replace divots. 
Below is a listing of the Adopt-A Hole maintenance program.  Members are asked to: 
* Repair all Pitch Marks 
* Use Divot Mix & Replace Divots 
* Pick up Litter and take back Clubhouse 
* Rake Bunkers 
* Replace Distance Marker (Posts) 
* Replace Hoops 
* Replace Hazard 
* Replace Signs 
* Please enter any issues to the Greens Committee 
 
Holes are being allocated on an alphabetical basis as follows: 
Surname Starting with:       Hole No: 

A      1` 
B                        2 
C                        3 
D                        4  
E & F                     5 
G                       6 
H                       7 
 I & J                      8 
K                        9 
L                       10 
Mac/Mc                  11 
M                       12 
O                      13 
N,P & Q                  1 4 
R                      15 
S                       16 
T                       17 
W,X,Y & Z                18 

 
Let’s take pride in our course!! 
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Results Round-Up 

Lady Captains Aveen Magner-Lyon’s Prize to the Men July 21st, 2012 

Winner:  David Dorran (10)    38 points  Runner-up:  Raoul Holden (14)  36 points (L9) 

Captain Eamonn Brennan’s Prize to the Ladies July 21st, 2012 

Winner:   Valerie Moffat (25) 36 pts.  Runner up:  Mary Plunkett (20)   34 pts.  (L9) 
 

Presidents Trophy   July  22, 2012 

Winner: Frank Melia (5) 37 Points (L9)  Runner-up:   Albert Harding (14)   37 points  

Men’s Club Championships 36 Holes Strokes Gross Score Aug 12, 2012 

Ben Edar Cup - Class 1 -  0-12 Handicap 

 Winner: Robbie Hynes (5) 145 (L9)   Runner-up: Ross Moore (2) 145 

Tom Joyce Trophy  - Class 2 – 13-17 Handicap 

Winner: Frank Mc Kenna (13)  167   Runner-up:  Conor Clarke (15) 175 (L18) 

Paul Noonan Trophy – Class 3 – 18-28 Handicap 

Winner: Jason Kennedy (22) 184 (L18)   Runner-up: Muiris Heron (18) 184 

Park Motors Trophy  August 19th 2012 

Ladies’ Winner: Breanne Flynn (21)   35 pts. L9    Runner-up:   Niamh O’ Keeffe   (23)   35 pts 

Men’s Winner:    Derek Carroll   (5)      41 pts    Runner-up:    Philip Hyland    (3)      40 pts Last 6 
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LADIES MATCHPLAY RESULTS  

Ladies Fourball 
 
Winners:  Jassy O’Siochain (10) & Yvonne Agnew (12) 
  

Runner-ups:  Derval Magann (25) &Sibeal Cole(22) 

Ladies Cup – Singles 
 
Winner:        Helen Dawkin   (19)     

Runner-up:  Sibeal Cole        (22) 

John McGuirk Trophy (Foursomes) 
 
Winners: Kay Deasy (12) & Mary Judge (12) 
   

Runner-ups:  Kate Linehan(11) Anne O’Malley(35)  
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MENS  MATCHPLAY RESULTS 

Tom Phelan Trophy  (Singles) 
 
Winner: Simon Foy (8) 
       

Runner-up: Jamie Goulding (11) 

James Middleton Trophy (Fourball) 
 
Winners: Jeff Fallon (12) & Philip Hyland (3)  
  

Runner-ups:  Peter Gillett (18) & Conor Gillett (6) 

Sid Bradshaw Trophy (Foursomes) 
 
Winners: Eddie Hyland (7) & John Costello (13) 
   
Runner-ups:  Paddy Cooney (18) & Pat King (17) 
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Felix McHenry Trophy (Mixed Foursomes) 
Winners:         Philip Hyland (3) & Mary Hyland (29)   
Runner-ups:   Sean O'Sullivan (18) & Myra Keaveney (29) 

CLUB MATCHPLAY RESULTS CONTD 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Did you know there are special time limited membership offers 
available for Family and Friends –  

for full details enquire with Darragh or Catherine in the Office. 
__________________________________________________________ 

Yoga Classes are 
continuing Thursday 
Mornings from 11am 

to 12pm – all are 
welcome to drop in 

anytime…….  
Namaste! 
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Lady Captain Aveen, Philip, Eddie, Mary and Captain Eamonn with their respective 
trophies 

Excerpt from the Irish Times, Sept. 18, 2012 
 
Back in 2008, seven handicapper Eddie Hyland made club history when over two days, he 
won three matchplays in Howth Golf Club – club fourball, club foursomes, and mixed club 
foursomes. Now in 2012, Eddie and his family have made more history, by taking the 
same three matchplay championships but with different partners. In the finals Eddie (7) 
teamed up with John Costello (13) to win the club foursomes, while son Philip (3) teamed 
up with Jeff Fallon (12) to win the club fourball. On the final day, Philip teed off again, this 
time with his mother Mary(29) to win the club mixed foursomes matchplay final. 
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Confession of a slow golfer 

 
 
( or how can it take a two ball playing 170 shots the same time to play 18 holes as the three ball 
behind who played 270 shots  ??!!) 
 
Bless me R&A for I Have sinned. It has been a long time since my last confession. 
I confess :  
That I was five minutes late on the tee for my 7:20 tee off time 
That I teed off two minutes and ten seconds after my playing partner teed off 
That I teed my ball up and then went back to my bag to select a club 
That I then took five practice swings and five arm stretches 
That I teed off seven minutes late 
That the three ball  in front did not delay us 
That we were more than one hole behind the players in front by the time we teed off on the second 
hole 
That we never caught up with the players in front 
That I often left my bag at the front of the green instead of near the exit to the next tee 
That  did not move quickly between shots 
 
Some Tips: 

 Arrive early enough to be hitting off at your time – not just walking up to the first tee 
 Each player in a group should walk to their own ball and prepare to play 
 Begin reading the green and lining up putts as soon as you reach the green. Don't wait until 

it's your turn to putt to start the process of reading the green. Do it as soon as you reach the 
green so that when it's your turn you can step right up and putt. 

 Don't bother marking lag putts- go ahead and putt out if it's short enough and you won't be 
trampling on another player's line. 

 Walk at a good pace between shots. No, you don't have to look like a race-walker. But if your 
between-shot gait can be described as a "shuffle" or an "amble," you're probably going too 
slowly. Speeding up your gait a little is good for your health, but also might help your game 
by keeping you lose. 

 Carry extra tees and an extra golf ball in your pockets so you never have to return to your 
golf bag to find one when needed  

 Try playing ready golf  where order of play is based on who's ready, not on who is furthest 
from the hole 

 When chipping around the green, carry both the club you'll be chipping with plus your putter 
so you don't have to return to the bag. 

 
Note from the Editor: This was submitted by a ‘friend’ who listened to the above confession and 
thought he could offer some tips for appropriate penance! The tee time of 7:20am should identify 
the offending sex. 
 

 


