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Lady Captains Corner 
 
      
The Captains’ Drive-In on January 2nd, 2016, was a day of great celebration 
despite the golf being cancelled. Many thanks to Des Gilroy for organising the 
Piper and Drummer, to Darragh Richardson for his personal touch as Master of 
Ceremonies, and to all the former Captains who formed an honour guard to 
highlight our history as we embark on our next hundred years. A special 
thanks to Alan Swan, who helped source our bespoke centenary bag tags in 
time for the Drive-In – if you haven’t received yours yet, Catherine has them in 
the office. Special thanks to Peter and his staff for a lovely meal and to both 
Davids and Geraldine for helping set up the rooms – no easy feat to seat 194 
guests! 
Junior Captain Conor Collier’s drive in was held the next day and was preceded 
by a longest drive competition. A reception followed and was attended by 
many of the Juniors and family members. Conor’s speech was a credit to him 
and his family, and I know he will make HGC proud this year. 
Music Circle on Jan 6th was the Captains’ Choice and for me personally, a 
thrill. I have always loved music and it was so much fun to try and come up 
with a cohesive program. Thanks to all who came to support. Music Circle 
meets the second Wednesday of each month from October through March 
and I would highly recommend it! 
The rain that plagued us for much of December and January did not deter our 
Round Robin matches and Winter League. Many thanks to Marie O’Brien, 
Gillian Guinness, Carol Carberry, Fiona McMorrow, Deirdre Ward and Sylvia 
Kennedy for organising the Winter Leagues and to Mary Judge for her higher 
level maths in determining the Round Robin results! 
Our 12 hole lamb competitions are about to finish and we will kick off our 
golfing season with the Captain V Vice-Captain match play on March 9th. This 
is a shotgun event and will be followed by a lunch, fashion show and prize 
giving. 



Lady Captain 
Brenda and 
Captain Paddy 
with there 
families. 

Tee Times       Spring Edition 2016 

www.howthgolfclub.ie 

Howth Golf Club 

  

With ‘Summer Time’ on the horizon we are looking forward to a very active 
year with many extra competitions in our diary to celebrate our Centenary 
Year. Highlights include our Mixed Team Shotgun  Competition on St. Patrick’s 
Day which recognizes the anniversary of the first medal at HGC,  and will be 
followed by a dinner complete with traditional music; our first ever Ladies 
Day Away on April 29th;  Centenary Week, May 22- May 28th and our Gala 
Ball on Sept. 9th. A full list of all the events are in the Diary and on our ‘Save 
the Dates’ publication (both available in the office). 
Preparations are also underway for our Inter-club Team Competitions, with 
coaching and practice going on. Many thanks to our managers and players, 
who give up so much time to practice, play and caddie on the teams. I hope 
we all have an enjoyable and successful season.  
A special mention to all my committee members who spend countless hours 
organising golf and special events throughout the year – it doesn’t just 
happen by magic! Finally, many thanks to the members and staff for their 
kind and sincere wishes of support for the year ahead, and to Mary for 
nominating me. 



Captain’s Corner   

 

It is 100 years since Eddie Stuart began his year as the first Captain of Howth 
Golf Club in 1916. Since then we have had a long line of distinguished 
Captains and I am delighted that we have with us to-day 55 former Captains – 
Ladies & Men – to kick off our Centenary Year celebrations.  
  
Howth Golf Club was founded by a band of golfing enthusiasts headed up by a 
Scot by the name of Arthur Butson, who came to Dublin to work for the 
Jameson Estate and subsequently opened a temperance hotel in Howth in 
what is now O’Connell’s pub (formerly the Pier House). Without the efforts of 
Arthur Butson there would be no Howth Golf Club, and it was he who 
organised the lease of land from the St. Lawrence estate for the first 9 holes. 
  
One of the earliest competitions held in Howth was a held on Easter Monday 
1916, the 24 April.  What an auspicious day – not just for Howth Golf Club but 
also for Ireland. However, I doubt that the people playing golf up here in 
Howth on Easter Monday 1916 had very much in common with those 
engaged in the momentous actions in the GPO.  However both the insurgents 
in the GPO and the founders of Howth Golf Club had a vision and the will to 
see that vision through and we here in Howth Golf Club are indebted to the 
vision, commitment and enthusiasm of Butson and his fellow golfing 
enthusiasts. 
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However notwithstanding the background of the founding members of Howth 
Golf Club, they were non-sectarian in attitude and disposition and welcomed 
members from all backgrounds and all faiths and none. Since it’s foundation 
Howth has a tradition of being an egalitarian, open and welcoming club and 
this was very much in evidence in the years’ between the two world wars 
when Howth Golf Club accommodated the Jewish Community before they 
founded their own club, Edmondstown Golf Club. 
  
As we commence the celebrations of 100 years of Howth Golf Club and 
honour the founding fathers of this great club we must also look forward to 
the next 100 years and build on the legacy bequeathed to us by those who 
have gone before us, so that in 2116 our successors’ will be celebrating the 
legacy we have left. 
  
It is an honour and privilege to be your Captain in this our Centenary Year and 
many thanks to Muiris Heron for nominating me. I look forward to working 
with Lady Captain Brenda, the Council and Committees in the smooth running 
of the club. I hope with your help, support and participation that it will be a 
great year of celebration and a positive contribution to the legacy, tradition 
and good name of Howth Golf Club. 
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 Former Captains of Howth Golf Club 

FRONT ROW; AUSTIN DORGAN (1978), SEAMUS HANRAHAN(1993),MERVIN 
REID(1982),MUIRIS HERON(2014), SEAN O’BRIAN (2001),PATRICK 
COONEY(2016),WILLIAM MOEN (1997)BERT O’BRIAN(1991),BERNIE DILLON 
(2000), LOUIS CROW(1995), 
  
SECOND ROW;TOM THUNDER(1984), GERRY MURPHY(1992), DAVY BYRNE(1983), 
PATRICK ARCHER(2008), BERNARD BYRNE(2011), MICHAEL O’HANLON(2009), 
DERMOT TOOMEY(2002) AND VICE PRESIDENTS PADDY KEENAN AND MICHAEL 
ASKEY, 
  
BACK ROW;PIERCE REDMOND(1999), DON MAHONEY(2003), JOE 
RICHARDSON(2015),ALAN FINLEY(1976), CIARAN MULHALL(2006), LIAM 
CAHILL(2010), JOE CARBERRY(1998), MICHAEL GRAY(2013), PATRICK 
CROSBIE(2007), DAVID COLMAN(2004). 
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Front Row; Gillian Blake(2010), Mary Crow(1981), Laura Linehan(2001), 
Brenda Flynn(2016), Eileen McGrath(1997), Betty Byrne(1996), Mary 
Murphy(1995), Joyce Hanrahan(1998), 
  
Second Row; Mary Plunkett(1989), Niamh O’Keeffe(2008), Maura 
Dorgan(2009), Adele Keegan(1991), Breda Swan(2014), Carmel 
MacCanna(1994), Therese Gray(2013). 
  
Back Row; Mary Judge(2015), Myra Keaveney(1995),Louise 
Mahon(2007),Marie Nolan(1992), Breda Mullally(2011), Aveen Magner 
Lyons(2012), Ann Colman(1988), Susan Curran(1990). Joan O’Connell(2003). 
 

Former Ladies Captains of Howth Golf Club 
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BABY FACED ASSASSIN AT HOWTH GOLF CLUB 
International snooker player Fergal O’Brien had the nickname of The Baby-
Face Assassin back in 2000/01 when he was ranked 9th in world 
snooker.  However, it was a much friendlier Fergal who met members of 
Howth Golf Club Snooker when he gave an exhibition there in mid-January. 
Fergal’s greatest achievement was winning the British Open in 1999, beating 
Anthony Hamilton 9–7 in the final. Hamilton opened with two centuries, but 
O'Brien won five frames on the final black to defeat the Nottingham man. 
O'Brien also came close to winning the Masters title in 2001. After beating 
Mark Williams,  Ken Doherty and Dave Harold, he lost in the final to Paul 
Hunter after leading 7–3. He has reached one further ranking final, and three 
semi-finals. As in all sports, Fergal hit a bad spot, falling out to 47th in 
2010.  However, he has worked his way back up the rankings since then and 
is currently 27th and improving. 
  
Fergal O’Brien with Snooker Convenor Rowan Johnson and  
 Howth Golf Club Captain Paddy Conney 
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THE SOCIAL BUTTERFLY – MARCH 2016 
 
The Social Butterfly took a rest over the Christmas period and the New Year 
welcomed all the members for “The Captains’ Drive In” which took place on 
Saturday 2nd January 2016.  Sadly due to a lot of wet weather the planned 9 
hole stableford team competition with a shot gun start did not happen.  
Thankfully however at 2pm  it was dry and sunny as the drums rolled and the 
bagpipes sounded in the Centenary Year of Howth Golf Club and our  Lady 
Captain Brenda and Captain Paddy gave a super display of driving their tee 
shots.  We all retired to the Golf Club where a magnificent and beautiful 
buffet was organised by our caterers Peter Opperman for the Captains, their 
familes, friends and members of Howth Golf Club. There are lovely photos 
and a more detailed report of the “Captains’ drive in” in another section of 
the Tee Times.  
There is plenty of social activity taking place in the Club such as Snooker, 
Bowling and the monthly Music Circle Evenings. The Music Circle evenings 
take place on the second Wednesday of the month from October to March.  
The first Music Circle evening for 2016 was presented by our new Captains 
Brenda and Paddy and a most enjoyable evening was had by all who 
attended and they were spoilt with the lovely addition of beautiful canapés 
and a glass of wine.  In February a centenary of music at Howth Golf Club was 
presented by Maura and Austin Dorgan.  This was a most enlightening and 
entertaining programme of music, words and laughter.   In March Mary 
Murphy presented Members Music Choices and we were entertained by a 
wide selection of various music tastes.    

Frances Brady, Liz Davies, 
Jacyntha Cooke, 
 Lady Captain Brenda, 
 Linda Egan 
and Grainne Mallon 
enjoying the Drive In Lunch 
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On Wednesday 9th March to close the winter season of golf there was a 9 
hole competition -  the Lady Captain versus the Lady Vice Captain 
competition and this was followed by a beautiful lunch, the presentation of 
prizes and a Fashion Show.   A magnificent selection of dresses, trousers, 
tops, jackets, shoes, bags and jewellery were modelled by the ladies of 
Howth Golf Club, ie our Lady Vice-Captain Carmel Walsh, Aisling Duignan, 
Mary Gray Fitzpatrick, Norma O’Mahony, Browyne Reilly, Nina Salveta and 
Claire Walsh. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The beautiful clothes were all from Ellen B Boutique and its proud and 
attractive owner (and golf ace!) Carmel gave an excellent commentary on all 
the various outfits.   There were Oohs and Aahs from the lady members and 
the day closed on a very enjoyable high.  We would like to thank Maura 
Dillon for co-ordinating the event with her assistants Marie Harte and  Anne 
Marie Sheehan.  We are very thankful to Angela McCudden for the beautiful 
photographs she took and which are featured in the Tee Times.  
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The Captians with the winning St Paticks Day team of   Pat Meede, 
Sean O’Mahony, Camillis Dooley and Kevin O’Riordan 

A big change has occurred in the dining room of Howth Golf Club as the 
famous chimney which unfortunately split the room has now been 
demolished and with decoration and a new carpet has not only changed the 
room but enhanced it immensely.  We look forward to having many various 
events particularly in this very special year in the Club.   
 
The first major event took place on Thursday 17th March - St. Patrick’s Day – a 
Centenary Team competition followed by traditional Irish food and music.  At 
a cost of €25 per person this is an event not to be missed and also don’t 
forget to wear “the green”. 
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A big change has occurred in the dining room of Howth Golf Club as the 
famous chimney which unfortunately split the room has now been 
demolished and with decoration and a new carpet has not only changed 
the room but enhanced it immensely.  We look forward to having many 
various events particularly in this very special year in the Club.   

Ladies enjoying 
 lunch in the  
Carrickbrack Room 
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Junior Boys Report 
  
January 3rd 2016 will be a day to remember for Junior Captain Conor Collier 
as he led the juniors in the traditional drive in.  The occasion was attended 
by the Captains, Vice Captains, junior members and we were delighted to 
welcome many members of the wider Collier family also. 
  
Having enjoyed the usual fare of cocktail sausages and chicken gougons 
the assembly was addressed by the Captain and Lady Captain.  As Junior 
Convenor I was very happy to recall the progress achieved during the past 
year particularly in relation to the consolidation of membership, and,  the 
establishment of a Strategy for the Junior Boys Section.  The members of 
the Junior Boys Committee have undertaken different areas of 
responsibility;-  Billy Ward and Dermot Toomey manage the weekly 
competitions; Errol Goulding, Conor Collier and Brendan Smyth have 
responsibility for teams and development while Fer Kelly and Ray Collier 
manage the recruitment and induction programme.  A junior diary has 
already been printed, a separate junior website is planned, and, 
communication with juniors upgraded. 
Members with boys (or grandsons) over eight years of age and wishing to 
join should contact me or any member of the Junior Sub-Committee. 
Junior Boys inter club competitions commence on 22nd March with Howth 
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selected as one of the courses for the first and second rounds of the 
Andy Desmond Trophy.  The semi finals and finals will be held on the 29th 
March at the Portmarnock Hotel and Golf Club.  In total there are five 
junior boys inter club competitions.  However, it is disappointing to note 
that the Leinster Branch has changed the format of the under 15 inter 
club competition from a ‘round robin’ format to knock out on a home 
and away basis.  This competition had been a great development 
structure for the younger golfers giving experience of varied types of 
courses.  The decision of the Leinster Branch is most regrettable and 
retrograde. 
To celebrate the Centenary of Howth Golf Club a Junior Open 
Competition will be held on the 12th July as part of Open Week, and ideal 
opportunity for relations to experience our delightful course. 
George Kearns 
Junior Convenor 
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Lady Captain Brenda presenting 
the Hi-Lo Trophy to winners 
Therese Gray and Veronica Baker 

The ladies enjoying the start of 
the season 
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The Wooden Spoon is an annual competition between Howth & Sutton 
Golf Clubs. It was inaugurated 60 years ago in 1956 by the then Captain of 
Howth Golf Club, C.W. Eyre and his Sutton counterpart.  The Captain of the 
winning club presents the losing team with the Wooden Spoon.  
 
Seamus Campbell from Sutton Golf Club has been organising and selecting 
the Sutton team for the past 33 years and the Howth team for 2016 was 
selected by the Vice-Captain, Michael O’Connor and Michael A O’Neill, the 
Competitions Secretary. The match was held on Sunday 13th March 
  
This year Howth avenged last years humiliating loss in Sutton with a 
magnificent victory in beautiful conditions on an almost balmy spring day 
in Howth.  
  
The format is Greensomes and Howth lead by the Captain and Vice-
Captain playing their counterparts from Sutton paved the way to a 
resounding victory. 
Overall score – Howth 8½ to Sutton 2½ 
 

Wooden Spoon Match V Sutton Golf Club 2016 
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WATER  WATER EVERYWHERE ………. 
By Gerry Barry 
Our local climate seems to be settling into a regime of very wet winters 
and cool summers which are not exactly ideal for good golf course 
maintenance. We are fortunate in Howth that we get some of the 
lowest rainfall in Ireland about  75cms per annuum and that our course 
is generally well drained apart from a few local areas.Over the past 
number of years drainage has been installed at many locations and this 
has been working well.However it is difficult to cope with the 
unprecedented rainfall we experienced in January of this year and 
members might be interested in some pictures showing how the course 
reacts to such rainfall. 
Water is taken off the course by three main watercourses as follows : 
The 3rd, 4th,and 5th are drained mainly by the stream (mistakenly called 
the Bloody Stream by some) which runs alongside our boundary at 
these holes and finds its way through Deerpark. 

5thFairway and  
10th Fairway 
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The ‘Tank’ collects water from the 5th,6th,7th and 12th and it then 
overflows from the ‘Tank’ into a pipe under the 13th fairway to an open 
drain near the 15th tee where it discharges off the course at the back of 
the 15th green.Some brave members (anonymous !) have suggested we 
divert the water to make a feature in front of the 15th green – very 
feasible in fact  -- motion at AGM required ! 
The 11th 17th,10th and 18th are drained via a meandering drain down to 
the area in front of the 1st tee and thence into the quarry.Some of the 
drainage water also is also drained through a pipe parallel to the privet 
hedge. 
The fire some years ago totally denuded the high ground alongside the 
4th and 5th holes of vegetation with the result that there was nothing to 
delay the discharge of water onto the course – the bunkers on the 4th 
were inundated quickly as the pictures show. Thankfully the 
birch/gorse/heather vegetation cover is recovering and the hill should be 
well ‘greened ‘by the end of the summer. 

1st Green and Bunker  
On the 4th Green 
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A brand new version of ClubApp is now available for free which will REPLACE 
the old version. Basically, the new one is much faster, fitter and better 
looking and we would ask all members with a smartphone to please now 
download the brand new Clubapp. It will just take a few seconds. 
  
iPhone Users go to AppStore or tap on this link 
from    https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-
scoring/id839508223?mt=8 
  
Android Users go to Google Playstore or tap on this link 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.clubapp.android 
  
Download ClubApp Live,  the icon is a blue crest with CA written on it.  When 
you open it then please "sign up"- you will only have to do this once. 
  
Then when you are in the new ClubApp search in the "MyClubs" section for 
Howth Golf Club and tap FOLLOW. That's it!   
  
The Club News section is so much better and all news and golf score results 
will be posted in this from next week onwards. 
 
 Here are a list of features on Howth GC new ClubApp; 
Club Teams 
Club Matches 
Course Alerts 
 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-scoring/id839508223?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-scoring/id839508223?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-scoring/id839508223?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-scoring/id839508223?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/clubapp-live-scoring/id839508223?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.clubapp.android
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HOWTH GOLF CLUB 
PRESENTS 

WRITTEN AND PERFORMED BY  
SEAMUS O’ROURKE 

A HILARIOUS AND TENDER COMING OF AGE STORY OF PADRAIG POTTS AS 
HE GROWS UP IN RURAL IRELAND IN THE ‘FIFTIES.  THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE 

EDINBURGH FRINGE FESTIVE 2015 
“Seamus O’Rourke is a magnificent writer, actor and storyteller. In this 

remarkable production, he brings all his characters to life, switching mood, 
sex and age by the inflection of his voice alone.  I loved this show”.  

Edinburgh Review. 
------------ 

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 2016 AT 8.00PM 
ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY.  TICKETS €15 FROM CLUB BAR 

 

https://nomoreworkhorse.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/padraig-potts.jpg
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Centenary Ball – Reservations  

  
BOOKINGS for the Centenary Ball will open on Sunday 3rd April at 
2.00pm. 
  
  
To facilitate as many current members the opportunity to attend the 
Centenary Ball, a maximum (initially) of TWO TICKETS per member 
(adult) may be reserved when bookings open on Sunday 3rd April at 
2.00pm. 
  
  

Two Weeks later any Unallocated Tickets may be reserved by members 
(adult) on Monday 18th April at 8.00pm. 

  
  

BOOKED TICKETS must be PAID for by Thursday 30th June. 
______________________________________ 

          

          Clontarf  Castle    ---   Fri. 9th Sept. 2016 
  

         Reception 7.15pm.  ---   Dinner 8.00pm. 
  

         Tickets: €60.           ---   Music by:The Big Band Legacy 
        (Inclusive of Wine at table) 

   Dress code: Black Tie  ---   Former Captains: Capt.’s Blazer  
  
       

        On behalf of the Centenary Committee: 
      Joan (Burgess) O’Connell & Muiris Heron 

          


