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Farewell Edition 

This is my final report as Captain of Howth Golf Club for 2013, a year that will forever remain in my 

memory. My  journey commenced on the 5th of January when the Lady Captain Therese and I had 

our drive in on a beautiful dry mild day.  Early in February we went on holidays to prepare ourselves 

for forthcoming job we had signed up for. 

Our magical tour then commenced  in late March when we started, on most weekends, visiting 

various golf courses from Sutton to Swords Open and from Balbriggan to Edmonstown to cheer on 

our teams in the pursuit of silver. 

The competitions ranged from the J.B.CARR Trophy to the Barton Cup, from The Fingal Seniors to the 

Pierce Purcell and from the Senior Cup to the Irish Mixed Foursomes. Some days we lost and some 

days we won but in fairness to our team members they never gave up and battled to the end. 

I will never forget the third round of the " Irish Mixed Foursomes" and our match against Swords 

Open. We had 2 matches in Swords and 3 matches at home. I was in Swords and the Lady Captain 

was in Howth.  We lost the 2 matches in Swords and we were awaiting the result of the last match at 

home we had won the first 2 matches at home  but we were 3 down with five to play in the last. 

Eventually the result came in that  Howth had won the match on the 18th.This team went on to 

contest the Quarter Finals of this competition only to be beaten by Newbridge who went on to win 

the Leinster section of this competition. It was a pleasure to attend each and every one of these 

matches and I thank each of the team players and substitutes , Managers  and assistants  for their 

dedication in representing our club. They might not have won any silver but they were a credit to 

Howth Golf Club.    

CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴ Χ 
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In November our Juniors won the Paddy Skerrit trophy in St AnneΩǎ ŀƴŘ the Pennant was presented 

to me on the night of the menΩs AGM. The four juniors were, Robbie Hynes, Cian Kellit, John & 

Brendan Smyth and I congratulate them on their great win which was the highlight of my year. 

          

Following a very severe winter the weather changed for the better in June. In that month Dublin was 

the sunniest place in Ireland breaking a seventy one year old record for heat. Both the Lady Captain's 

Prize and my Prize were held in June in perfect conditions. Maurice Connolly won my 

prize and he was a very popular and deserving winner. My prize to the ladies was held the 

following month and was won by Joan O'Connell who brought in a great score.   

       

August is a special month as we host our  Corporate Charity weekend for a charity of both Captains 

ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ {ǘ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ  ϵмуΣлллΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳǊ 

people, Barry Hall, Sean O'Sullivan, Joe Richardson and Liam Cahill who devote a lot of time in 

organising this event every year. To them I say many thanks for your great work and to our Lady Vice 

Captain Breda Swan who also helped. 

The Club match play finals were also held in August and I congratulate all of the winners.  

         

Our golfing season enters winter mode about October when the Monday Nighters and Friday 

Nighters finals take place and the weekend turkey competitions gradually change from 14 holes to 

12 holes. My Captains dinner was held in the first week in November and thanks to Darragh, 

Catherine and Anne  for all their hard work in making it a great success. I must thank Mary Mc Kenna 

and her team of florists for their floral displays on the night. I was as proud as punch of the dining 

room as it was presented that night to our President Christopher Gaisford St Lawrence, the GUI  

representive and all the visiting Captains who attended. I must compliment Kyles catering who 

served us a great meal in a very professional manner. 

       

At our AGM held ten days later it was my great pleasure to nominate Joe Richardson as Vice Captain 

for 2014. Joe has done great work for Howth Golf Club over the years and I believe he will make a 

great Captain. 

       

I love Howth Golf Club and in particular all the members, both men and Ladies,  who make our club 

such an enjoyable experience. Captains come and go but it is those members who week after week, 

year in year out, devote a couple of hours every  so often in maintaining the running of this club for 

the benefit of all the members.   

For our year in office myself and the Lady Captain  have been afforded huge respect and goodwill 

from members which we will never forget. 

The house staff comprising Geraldine and the two DavidΩs have looked after every need. Our course 

convenor Gerry Barry and his greens committee have earned all the plaudits afforded them for the 

widely held view that the course has never been better . Credit must also go to our 

head greenkeeper Darren and his team for all their work.  
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We are very lucky to have Catherine an Anne who look after the office in a truly professional manner 

and to them I say many thanks.    

I thank Darragh our General Manager for all his hard work throughout the year particulary when he 

was needed most to maintain bar and catering facilities under very difficult conditions.   

 

Personally I have overlooked this year the success of the midweek competitions. Both John Robinson 

and Michael Kelly have over the past number of years run the "Monday Nighters" competition which 

is a must for so many members. The "Tuesday Nighters" this year was run by by John Costello and 

Declan Fallon who put huge effort into keeping this competition alive. The Thursday 

fourball competition  has continued to be very successful under the  

management of David Coleman and Matt Gahan. To each of you gentlemen 

I say job well done .     

Michael Kelly is presently unwell and I wish him a speedy recovery and return to the Monday 

Nighters  in 2014. I wish to thank John McGuirk our club pro for all his assistance to me throughout 

the year.     

My job as Captain was greatly enhanced by the quality and competence of my committee who were 

brilliant. To my Vice Captain  Muiris, Secretary Ronan Toomey, Treasurer Alan McGeehan, Ex Officio 

Eamonn Brennan, Handicap Secretary Ronan Carberry, Competitions Secretary Paddy Cooney, Open 

Week/Senior Opens Convenor Maurice Connolly and Junior Convenor Robert Herssens a sincere 

thanks for your work during the year. 

       

I extend my sincere congratulations to incoming Captain Muiris and incoming Lady Captain Breda 

and wish them every good wish during  their Captaincy in 2014.     

  

Finally I congratulate the Lady Captain Therese on a job well done and I look forward to seeing more 

of her in 2014.   

 

The Captain enjoying  
the company of Chairman, 

Ciaran Mulhall  
and  

Club President,  
Gaisford St. Lawrence   
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The  Lady Captain Bids Farewell 

I had an immensely rewarding and enjoyable year and for that I thank the members for their support 
and encouragement to me throughout the year. I owe a lot of thanks to my wonderful committee 
who were brilliant and never let me down. They have worked uncountable hours so we can all play 
our golf seven days a week. 

     To secretary Kate Linehan, Handicap secretary Brid Reynolds, Treasurer Mary Geraghty and 
committee members, Mary McClean, Helen Webster, Linda Egan, Pauline Jones, Pat Slowey, and 
Derval Magann, a very sincere thank you for your great work. 

      A big thank you to all the Team Managers, their assistants, players and caddies for their 
commitment ς ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǎȅ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƴŘƛtions in March to go 
out to play golf, especially matches, but they went out willingly and I thanks you. We participated in 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŎƭǳō ƳŀǘŎƘŜǎ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀ ǘǊƻǇƘȅΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ LǊƛǎƘ ƳƛȄŜŘ 
foursomes team managed by Bernard Byrne and Breda Mullally gave us a very exciting run into the 
quarter finals ς we were narrowly beaten by Newlands who went on to win the Leinster final.    

         Thanks to Gillian Guinness and her Friday Winter League Team and Zita Bergin who looks after 
the ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƭŜŀƎǳŜΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ 9ƳŜǊ hΩIŀƴƭƻƴ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ CǊƛŘŀȅƴƛƎƘǘŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ Wŀƴ LǾŜǎΣ YŀǘŜ hΩbŜƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ WǳƴƛƻǊ ƎƛǊƭǎΦ 

       We are all very proud of Laura Doherty who had the distinction of being capped for Ireland when 
she played the European girls championship in Sweden. 

       The social scene continues to flourish with Eileen Gilroy and her wonderful team including 
husband Des. Thanks also to Des for taking all those wonderful photographs. I am looking forward to 
trawling through them in January! 

     To Brenda Flynn, our marketing guru on Council ς without a doubt a difficult job in the current 
economic climate. However, Brenda manages to come up with new ideas to encourage membership 
all the time. Thank you  Brenda. 
     Lƴ ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΣ ¢ƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΩ /ƘŀǊƛǘȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ϵмуΣллл ŦƻǊ 
St. Francis Hospice. Thanks to the charity committee, our sponsors and you, the members. 

     Our course is in great condition thanks to Gerry Barry and his team, Darren Ward and the green 
keeping staff, and  thanks to Mary, who looks after the flowers and shrubs surrounding the 
clubhouse, Geraldine and the two Davids who look after our clubhouse and keep it in pristine 
condition day after day. 
     ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ aŎYŜƴƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƘŜƭǇŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ άCƭƻǿŜǊ [ŀŘƛŜǎέ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ 
locker room and clubhouse with their beautiful displays. 

     To John McGuirk for keeping me company on both days of my Captains prize and for sending all 
the ladies to the tee box on time! To Jimmy Tully and Daniel in the pro shop thank you for always 
being pleasant and willing to help. 

     To Darragh Tighe our general manager for all his hard work and help during a very difficult year, a 
special thanks. A special thanks also to Catherine and Ann in the office for their efficiency and help 
to me during the year. To the bar and catering staff for being so pleasant no matter how busy, many 
thanks. 
     Without a doubt, the highlight of my year was my Captains Prize. I had two wonderful sun filled 
days and the smiles and good wishes from all the members ; I will treasure for years to come. I 
would like to thank Aveen for nominating me as Lady Captain for 2013 and for her patience and 
guidance throughout the year. 

     And finally my thanks to Captain Michael who just happens to be my husband. I have to say I 
enjoyed working with him ς otherwise he may not take me on holidays! To all the members I 
enjoyed the honour of representinyou and our great club. Thank you. 
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Scenes from the Ladies Dinner 2013 

The Lady Captain welcoming visiting representatives 
From our north side neighbours, Pauline Evans, (The Island GC),  

Elizabeth Guinan (Deerpark GC), Maria Robinson (Forrest Little GC), 
Kathleen Rutter (Corrstown GC), Bernadette Maguire (Clontarf GC), 

Pauline Clancy (Malahide GC) and Collette Hughes St. Annes. 

Members of the lady Captains Family 
Sister Shaun Sheil, Anne Lyons, daughter-in-law, Sian Gray, 

Daughter Simone and Sister-in-Law, Marie Gray 

A special thanks to Des Gilroy for his photographic expertise  
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Lƴ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘΧ 
 
             Seamus McLoughlin 

Seamus is a Howth man through and through having spent most of his 82 years on the Hill, 
His associations with Howth golf club started early, initially in 1937 when his mother lived in 
the cottage at the 18th tee ōƻȄΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ {ŜŀƳǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǎ DǊŀƴƴȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ 
lived until 1943. 
Seamus first caddied in Howth Golf Club at 8 years of age, in 1939; this is just 12 years after 
the opening of the second nine holes. The going rate for a caddy then, was 1s 6d. By 14, and 
with his school education finished, Seamus started working delivering papers and working in 
the kipper house at the harbour. He is one of 11 children and has one surviving Sister who is 
93. At that time he played golf in the fields surrounding Howth using his only club which 
Seamus remembers as a 4 or 5 iron. 
 
After a couple of years spent working in the Isle of Man, 1948 ς 50 in the fish houses in the 
summer and building at the other times of year, Seamus returned to Howth to work with 
[ŀŎŜȅΩǎ, the builders. 
 
The artisans at Howth Golf Club were set up in 1950, so Seamus became an artisan whose 
ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōŀƭƭ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ /ŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǇǊƛȊŜ όƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ 
flagging) and first out in the morning would take the broom brush and clear the goat 
droppings off the greens. There were many goats on Howth Hill back then. But as time 
passed and members started coming out earlier in the morning there was no time left for 
the artisans to go out early on a Sunday morning, so Seamus left to spend a few years as a 
member in Donabate, before returning to Howth as a full member in 1970. 
 
His first handicap was 9, which then went as low as 4 and only went into double figures as 
{ŜŀƳǳǎΩ ǎƛƎƘǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ Ŧŀƛƭ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Seamus had many proud victories to his credit, 
amongst his best are the 5 Club Championships, which at one stage was a 36 hole contest 
played in one day. He remembers great camaraderie amongst the competitors as they had 
lunch and went out for the second nine. He also competed in the Senior cup, Barton shield 
and cup and of course in the club competitions winning the mixed foursomes 4 times and 
the foursomes twice, most recently at age 79, followed by a mixed foursomes win at aged 
80, with very poor eyesight, two incredible achievements. 
 
One nice story Seamus has from yesteryear was, when WT Cosgrave opened the second nine 
ƛƴ мфнт ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ϻо ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜΣ {ŜŀƳǳǎΩ 
brother Jackie positioned himself in the correct place and duly won the £3, a momentous 
sum in 1927. Long may Seamus rule with his gentle manner and fierce determination, I had 
the honour of witnessing his charm and determination at close quarters as I was put to the 
sword in a foursomes final a few years ago. 
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Congratulations to 
Kate Linehan on her 
Recent engagement ! 
Our best wishes to 
Kate and Michael. 

HGC Person Of the Year 2013 Brenda Flynn 
 

Brenda is the Marketing/Communications convenor on HGC Council 
and would like to accept this very prestigious award on behalf of her 

subcommittee, Veronica Baker, Gillian Guinness, Albert Harding, Norma 
hΩaŀƘƻƴȅΣ tŀǳƭƛƴŜ vǳƛƴƴ ŀƴŘ aƛƪŜ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 
have helped implement the various marketing offers. A very special 
thanks to Darragh, our general manager, who works closely with the 

whole team 
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Council Matters 
 
We have come to the end of the first three year term of our new Governance Structure and by the time 
you read this a new Council will be in place. Continuity will be achieved as some Members of the 
outgoing Council will remain, our incoming Captains have been involved in recent meetings and all 
outgoing members will be available as required to provide advice. 
 
I wish the new Council every success. 
 
Howth Golf Club is in a good position as we come to the end of 2013. Our finances are sound ,our course 
is in very good condition and our clubhouse has been upgraded and more is planned. A comprehensive 
three year plan has been prepared including a draft Course Development Plan. You will have had a 
presentation on the plan at the AGM. 
 
The way forward is now outlined and if we can keep our membership numbers up we can achieve it all. 
 
The future is not without challenges. Membership numbers have been declining for some years now and 
the current economic climate is a difficult one for all golf clubs. We have had successful marketing 
campaigns to combat this and this will continue. Our product is in competition with other clubs and it is 
vital that we continuously upgrade our facilities and golfing experience to remain a top class club. The 
friendliness of our Club is a great asset in these difficult times. 
 
I am confident that Howth Golf Club which was founded in turbulent 1916 and expanded in depressed 
1929 will continue to thrive as we go towards our Centenary in 2016. 
 
Finally I would like to thank all those who served with me on Council ; the six Captains , Breda and 
Bernard ,Aveen and Eamonn , Terese sand Michael , Treasurers David, Michael G and Michael OC ,our 
Hon Secs Michael OC and George and our Convenors Brenda ,Eileen  and Gerry.  They were a terrific 
team. 

Incoming Chairman Liam Cahill with outgoing Chairman Ciaran Mulhall  
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Ladies Club Cup 
Winner 2013 

 
Angela McCudden 

Sheila Steele 
Trophy Winner 

2013 
 

Eileen Howard 

Results Round-Up 
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Jane McAleese 

 
Winner of the  

Michael Hannigan  
Shield 

Lady Golfer of the 
Year 2013 

 
Jassy hΩ{ƛƻŎƘŀƛƴ 
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Husband & Wife Winners  2013   
 Ciaran and Maura Mulhall 

Mens Golfer to the Year  
Ken Williams 

Winner of the Mens Michael Hannigan Shield 2013 was Conor Collier 
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On Monday 5th November the announcement took place of our new 
Vice Captains for 2013. Congratulations and every good wish to Mary 

Judge and  Joe Richardson pictured here with incoming  
Captains Muiris Heron and Breda Swan  

Vice Captain Joe with his wife Ann and 
daughter-in-law Francoise and son Darragh 

Lady vice Captain Mary with her sisters 
Roisin and Blaitin,  

Husband Paddy and Sister Ann 
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¢ƘŜ bŜǿ YƛŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻŎƪΩ  

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ has happened this golf calendar-
ȅŜŀǊΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ YƛŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƭƻŎƪΩ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ 
of the year, as new life is breathed into our halls and onto our greens. All have been fantastic 
additions to our club, and a long and fine summer allowed us to mix with these new members and 
ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ ²Ŝ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ΨƴŜǿōƛŜǎΩ ōŜƭƻǿΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
what they had to say: 

άIt was a long time coming! Take up a new game or not? The decision was taken out of our hands 
when the hubbies took the plunge enrolled us in the starter lessons in March with Darragh and his 
band of brilliant lady golfers. Fantastic six weeks of lessons and here we are! Following a couple of 
tumbles and long summer holidays we got started in August and haven't looked back!! The washing 
now spirals towards the kitchen ceiling and kidΩs sports gear trips us up at the door! But what the hey 
we're loving it! Everyone at Howth golf club has been so welcoming and great fun, all round we're 
delighted to be playing golf, dare I say two to three times a week ȫ ǎǎƘƘ Řƻƴϥǘ ǘŜƭƭ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗέ  

See you all out there Lesley Phelan & Julie Cassidy. 

I think we can all relate to that! Wishing both new ς and of course existing! ς members a very Merry 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ IŀǇǇȅ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΧŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǎƪǎ ƻŦ Ƙƻǘ ǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
matches! 
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Young Guns 
 
Despite very low numbers of junior members, the Club is fortunate to have so many promising junior 
golfers who will in time make very fine full members of the Club. By way of example, Robbie Hynes 
retained the Club Championship and Conor  Collier won the Michael Hannigan Shield. 
Congratulations are due to all the juniors who represented Howth in junior inter club competitions, 
particularly the members of the Junior Boys team Cian Kellett and John Smyth who won the 
Paddy Skerrit Trophy  in {ǘΦ !ƴƴŜΩǎ DƻƭŦ /ƭǳōΦ The Captain was presented with the only pennant of 
the year at the men's AGM.  
The juniors were well represented again this year in major club teams and represented the Club well 
in the Barton Cup, Senior Cup, Junior Cup, Barton Shield, JimmyBruen and the Metropolitan Cup. 
Rob Herssens, Junior Boys Convenor 

What a great last quarter for the younger junior girls.  Laura, Lucy and Clodagh played in their first 
competition at Beaverstown Golf Club.  It was a Halloween nine hole scramble so face painting and 
hats were the order of the day. The weather was kind and there were some amazing golf shots and 
very accurate putting.  Lunch and prizes followed to end a most enjoyable and successful day.  The 
girls can't wait for their next competition. Thanks to Kate O'Neill for her support and encouragement 
with the girls. 
 Coaching for all the Juniors took place during November with Darragh at Kinsealy driving range.  Due 
to the numbers we split them into two sessions, younger ones first then the older ones.  They are so 
enthusiastic and it is lovely seeing brothers and sisters all having a go.  Needless to say we do have 
some extremely talented youngsters that we need to encourage and look after.  Coaching will start 
again next February/March. 
2013 will certainly be a year for Laura Doherty to remember. Being picked to play for Irealand in the 
European Team Championship and getting her first points must have been amazing.  Well done 
again Laura for playing such brilliant golf throughout the year. 
 Finally thanks to Darragh for his continued support to the Juniors and the excellent coaching he 
gives them all. 
Jan Ives, Junior Girls Convenor  
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Robert Herssens 
Presenting Captain Michael with the Paddy Skerrit 

Pendant won by outstanding Juniors, 
John Smyth and Cian Kellett pictured  

below with Errol Golding 


