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This is my final report as Captain of Howth Golf Club for 2013, a year that will forever remain
memory. My journey commenced on the 5th of January when the Lady Captain Therese and
our drive in on a beautiful dry mild day. Early in Februarywvent on holidays to prepare ourselv
for forthcoming job we had signed up for.

Our magical tour then commenced in late March when we started, on most weekends, visitin
various golf courses from Sutton to Swords Open and from Balbriggan to Edmortstolager on
our teams in the pursuit of silver.

The competitions ranged from the J.B.CARR Trophy to the Barton Cup, from The Fingal Seni
Pierce Purcell and from the Senior Cup to the Irish Mixed Foursomes. Some days we lost ant
days we worbut in fairness to our team members they never gave up and battled to the end.

| will never forget the third round of the " Irish Mixed Foursomes" and our match against Swot
Open. We had 2 matches in Swords and 3 matches at home. | was in Swords badyti@aptain
was in Howth. We lost the 2 matches in Swords and we were awaiting the result of the last n
homewe had won the first 2 matches at home but we were 3 down with five to play in the las
Eventually the resultame in that Howth had won the match on the 18th.This team went on to
contest the Quarter Finals of this competition only to be beatgriNewbridge who went on to win
the Leinster section of this competition. It was a pleasure to attend each and evenf tmese
matches and | thank each of the team players and substitutes , Managers and assistants fol
dedication in representing our club. They might not have won any silver but they were a credi
Howth Golf Club.
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In November our Juniswon the Paddy Skerrit trophy in St Afd@  theyP&nant was presentec
to me on the night of the me® AGM. The four juniors were, Robbie Hynes, Cian Kellit, John &
Brendan Smyth and | congratulate them on their great win which was the highlight ypéan.

Following a very severe winter the weather changed for the better in June. In that month Dub
the sunniest place in Ireland breaking a seventy one year old record for heat. Both the Lady (
Prize and my Prize were held in Jum@erfect conditions. Maurice Connolly won my

prize and he was a very popular and deserving winndy prize to the ladies was held the
following month and was won by Joan O'Connell who brought in a great score.

August is a special month as weshour Corporate Charity weekend for a charity of both Capta
OK2A0S® ¢KS OK2AOS (GKA&A @SIFENIgla {4 CN¥Xyo
people, Barry Hall, Sean O'Sullivan, Joe Richardson and Liam Cabhill who devote a ldhof time
organising this event every year. To them | say many thanks for your great work and to our Li
Captain Breda Swan who also helped.

The Club match play finals were also held in August and | congratulate all of the winners.

Our golfing sason enters winter mode about October when the Monday Nighters and Friday
Nighters finals take place and the weekend turkey competitions gradually change from 14 hol
12 holes. My Captains dinner was held in the first week in November and thanksrégiar
Catherine and Anne for all their hard wan making it a great successnust thank Mary Mc Kenr
and her team of flasts for their floral displaysn the night. | was as proud as punch of the dinin
room as itwas presentedhat night to our Prsident Christoplr Gaisford St Lawrence, the GUI
representive and all the visiting Captaimko attended. | must complimeryles catering who
served us a great meal in a very professional manner.

At our AGM held ten days later it was meat plesure to nominate JoRichardson as Vice Capt:
for 2014. Jodnasdone great work for Howtlsolf Club over the years and | believe he will make
great Captain.

| love Howth Golf Club and in particukdl the membersboth men and_adies, who makeur club
such an enjogble experience. Captains corard go but it is those members who weafter week
year in year outdevote a couple of hours every so oftemiintaining the running athis club for
the benefit of all the members.

For our yeain office myself and theddy Captain have been affordadge respect and goodwill
from members which we will never forget.

The house staff comprising Geraldine ahd two Davi@® have lookedfter every need. Our cours
conwenor Gerry Barry and his gneecommittee have earned all the plaudit§afded them for the
widely heldview that the course has never been better . Credit must also go to our

head greenkeeper Dameand his team for all their work.
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We are very lucky to have Catherine/Aamnewho look after the officen a truly professional mann
and to them | say many thanks.

| thank Darragh our General Manager ftirtds hard work throughout thgear particulary when he
was needed mst to maintain bar and caterinfgcilities under verylifficult conditions.

Personally | have overlooked thyisar the success of the midweekmpetitions. Both John Robins
and Mchael Kelly have over the pasimber of years run the "Monday Night® competition whicl
is a must for so many membeiie"Tuesday Nighters" this year was rioy by John Costello and
DeclanFallon who put huge effort into keeping this competition alive. The Thursday

fourball competition has continued to be very successful under the

management of David Coleman and M@&than. To each of you gentlemen

| say job well done .

Michael Kelly is presently unwell anglish him a speedy recovery aneturn to the Monday
Nighters in 2014 wish to thank John McGuirk our clutpbdor all his assistance to nteroughout
the year.

My job as Captain was greatly enhadd®y the quality and competenad my committee who were
brilliant. To myVice Captain Muiris, SecretdRpnan Toomey, Treasurer Alan McGae, Ex Officic
Eamonn Brennarijandicap Secretary Ronan Carberry, @etitions Secretary Paddy Cooné&pen
Week/Senior Opens Convenor MawgiConnolly and Junior Convenor Robert Herssesinscare
thanks for your work during the year.

| extend my sincere congratulations to incimign Captain Muiris and incomihgdy @ptain Breda
and wish them every gml wish during their Captainay 2014.

Finally | congratulate the Lady Captain Therese on a job wed dnd look forward to seeing mor:
of her in 2014.

The Captain enjoying
the company of Chairman,
Ciaran Mulhall
and
Club President,
GaisfordSt.Lawrence
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The Lady Captain Bids Farewell

| had an immensely rewarding and enjoyable year and for that | thank the members for their ¢
and encouragement to me throughout the year. | owe a lot of thanks to my wonderful commit
who were brilliant and never lehe down. They have worked uncountable hours so we can all |
our golf seven days a week.

To secretary Kate Linehan, Handicap secretary Brid Reynolds, Treasurer Mary Geraghty a
committee members, Mary McClean, Helen Webster, Linda Egan, Paule® Pa Slowey, and
Derval Magann, a very sincere thank you for your great work.

A big thank you to all the Team Managers, their assistants, players and caddies for their
commitmentcA 1 Qa y 203G Skaeé 3ISGGAyYy3 Y2iGA dibndis Rarch t6 g
out to play golf, especially matches, but they went out willingly and | thanks you. We patrticipa
Fff GKS dzadzZht Ay GdSNOfdzo YIFGOKS&a o6dzi RARYQ
foursomes team managed by Bernard Byamel Breda Mullally gave us a very exciting run into t
quarter finalsg we were narrowly beaten by Newlands who went on to win the Leinster final.

Thanks to Gillian Guinness and her Friday Winter League Team and Zita Bergin who loc
theg SSTSYR Sl 3dzSd ¢KFyla Ffa2 (G2 aiOKFSt
FYR WY L@Saz YIFIGS hQbSAtf FyR (GKS KSft LISN

We are all very proud of Laura Doherty who had the distinction of being cappéeifand whet
she played the European girls championship in Sweden.

The social scene continues to flourish with Eileen Gilroy and her wonderful team including
husband Des. Thanks also to Des for taking all those wonderful photographs. | am fookarg to
trawling through them in January!

To Brenda Flynn, our marketing guru on Counwaiithout a doubt a difficult job in the current
economic climate. However, Brenda manages to come up with new ideas to encourage mem
all the time. Thak you Brenda.

Ly &aLAGS 2F (K2&aS alyYS SO02y2YAO0 O2yRAGAZ
St. Francis Hospice. Thanks to the charity committee, our sponsors and you, the members.

Our course is in great condition thanks to GeBarry and his team, Darren Ward and the gree
keeping staff, and thanks to Mary, who looks after the flowers and shrubs surrounding the
clubhouse, Geraldine and the two Davids who look after our clubhouse and keep it in pristine
condition day after day.

¢CKFyl @2dz G2 alNBE aOYSyyl YR KSNJ g2yRSN
locker room and clubhouse with their beautiful displays.

To John McGuirk for keeping me company on both days of my Captains prize and for senc
the ladies to the tee box on time! To Jimmy Tully and Daniel in the pro shop thank you for alw
being pleasant and willing to help.

To Darragh Tighe our general manager for all his hard work and help during a very difficult
special thanks. Apecial thanks also to Catherine and Ann in the office for their efficiency and |
to me during the year. To the bar and catering staff for being so pleasant no matter how busy
thanks.

Without a doubt, the highlight of my year was my CaptainseP | had two wonderful sun filled
days and the smiles and good wishes from all the members ; | will treasure for years to come
would like to thank Aveen for nominating me as Lady Captain for 2013 and for her patience a
guidance throughout the year.

And finally my thanks to Captain Michael who just happens to be my husband. | have to se
enjoyed working with hing otherwise he may not take me on holidays! To all the members |
enjoyed the honour of representinyou and our great club. Thank you.

www.howthgolfclub.ie
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Scenes from the Ladies Dinner 2013

The Lady Captain welcoming visiting representatives
From our north side neighbours, Pauline Evans, (The Island GC),
ElizabethGuinan(DeerparkGC), Maria Robinson (Forrest Little GC),
Kathleen Rutter (Corrstown GC), Bernadette Maguire (Clontarf GC),
Pauline ClancyMalahideGC) and Collette Hughes Shnes

Members of the lady Captains Family
Sister Shaushei| Anne Lyons, daughtén-law, Sian Gray,
Daughter Simone and SisterLaw, Marie Gray

A special thanks to Des Gilroy for his photographic expertise
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SeamudMcLoughlin

Seamus ia Howth man through and through having spent most of his 82 years on the
His associations with Howth golf club started early, initially in 1937 when his mother Ii
the cottage atthe 18tee0 2 EX 6 KA OK { SI Ydza NBYSYo SNa
lived until 1943.

Seamus first caddied in Howth Golf Club at 8 years of age, in 1939; this is just 12 yea
the opening of the second nine hol&he going rate for a caddy then, was 1sByl 14 and
with his school education finished, Seamus started working delivering papers and wor
the kipper house at the harbour. He is one of 11 children and hassorviving Sister who
93. At that time he played golf in the fields surroundidgwth using his only club which
Seamus remembers as a 4 or 5 iron.

After a couple of years spent working in the Isle of Man, 1988 in the fish houses in the
summer and building at the other times of year, Seamus returned to Howth to work wi
[ I O Ske @uilders.

The artisanst Howth Golf Clulwere set up in 1950, so Seamus became an artisan whc
RdziAS&a AyOfdzZRSR olff gl i0OKAY3I FT2N O02YL
flagging) and first out in the morning would take the broom brust elear the goat
droppings off the greens. There were many gaat Howth Hill back therBut as time
passed and members started coming out earlier in the morning there was no time left
the artisans to go out early on a Sunday morns@Seamus lefto spend a few years as a
member in Donabateheforereturning to Howth as a full member in 1970.

His first handicap was 9, which then went as low as 4 and only went into double figure
{SIYdzaQ &aA3IK{ 06 S 3ISeamiiehadfiriady provkicibrieds s radit,
amongst his best are the 5 Club Championships, which at one stage was a 36 hole cc
played in one day. He remembers great camaraderie amongst the competitors as the
lunch and went out for the second ninde also competedh the Senior cup, Barton shielc
and cup and of course in the club cpetitions winning the mixed foursomes 4 times and
the foursomes twice, most recently age 79, followed by a mixed faomes win at aged
80, with very poor eyesight, two incredible aelhements.

One nice story Seamus has from yesteryear was, when WT Cosgrave opened the sec
AY mMpHT OGKSNB 461 a F Mo NBgFNR F2N GKS
brother Jackie positioned himself in the correct place and day the £3, a momentous
sum in 1927Long may Seamus rule with his gentle manner and fierce determination, |
the honour of witnessing his charm and determination at close quartetsvas put to the
sword in a fousomes final a few years ago.

www.howthgolfclub.ie
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HGC Person Of the Year 2013 Brenda Flynn

Brendais the Marketing/Communications convenor on HGC Council
and would like to accept this very prestigious award on behalf of her
subcommittee, Veronica Baker, Gillian Guinness, Albert Harding, Norma
hQal K2yeés tldZ AyS vdzZAyy YR ailS 222F
have helped implement the various marketing offers. A very special
thanks to Darragh, our general manager, who works closely with the
whole team

Congratulations to
Kate Linehan on her
Recent engagement !
Our best wishes to
Kate and Michael.
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Council Matters

We have come to the end of the first three year term of our new Governance Structure and by the
you read this a new Council will be in place. Continuity will be achieved as some Members of the
outgoing Council will remain, oimcoming Captains have been involved in recent meetings and all
outgoing members will be available as required to provide advice.

| wish the new Council every success.

Howth Golf Club is in a good position as we come to the end of 2013. Our financesiade,our course
is in very good condition and our clubhouse has been upgraded and more is planned. A compreh:
three year plan has been prepared including a draft Course Development Plan. You will have had
presentation on the plan at the AGM.

Theway forward is now outlined and if we can keep our membership numbers up we can achieve

The future is not without challenges. Membership numbers have been declining for some years ni
the current economic climate is a difficult one for allfgdlibs. We have had successful marketing
campaigns to combat this and this will continue. Our product is in competition with other clubs anc
vital that we continuously upgrade our facilities and golfing experience to remain a top class club.
friendliness of our Club is a great asset in these difficult times.

I am confident that Howth Golf Club which was founded in turbulent 1916 and expanded in depre:
1929 will continue to thrive as we go towards our Centenary in 2016.

Finally I would likea thank all those who served with me on Council ; the six Captains , Breda and
Bernard ,Aveen and Eamonn , Terese sand Michael , Treasurers David, Michael G and Michael C
Hon Secs Michael OC and George and our Convenors Brenda ,Eileen and @gmerd h terrific

team.

Incoming Chairman Liam Cahill with outgoing Chairman Ciaran Mulhall

www.howthgolfclub.ie




Ladies Club Cup
Winner 2013

AngelaMcCudden

Sheila Steele
Trophy Winner
2013

Eileen Howard
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Results Round-Up

JaneMcAleese

Winner of the
MichaelHannigan
Shield

Lady Golfer of the
Year 2013

Jassth Q{ A 2 OK I}
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Results Round-Up

Husband & Wife Winners 2013
Ciaran and Maura Mulhall

Mens Golfer to the Year
Ken Williams
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On Monday %' Novemberthe announcementtook place of oumew
Vice Captains foR013. Congratulations anévery goodwish to Mary
Judge and Joe Richardson pictured here with incoming

Vice Captain Joe with his wife Ann and
daughterin-law Francoise and son Darragh
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Lady vice Captain Mary with her sisters
Roisinand Blaitin,
Husband Paddy and Sister Ann
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of the year, as new life lreathed into our halls and onto our greens. All have been fantastic
additions to our club, and a long and fine summer allowed us to mix with these new members
AaK2g GKSY (KS O2dzZNES Ay AdGa FdzZ f 3IFf2NBE K
what they had to say:

At was a long time coming! Take up a new game or not? The decision was taken out of our h
whenthe hubbies took the plunge enrolled us in the starter lessons in March withghand his
band of brilliant lady golfergzantastic six weeks of lessons #eie we aréFollowing a couple of
tumbles and long summer holidays we got startedugust and haven't looked bdtK he washing
now spirals towards the kitchen ceiling and®igports gear trips us up at the door!tBthat the he)
we're loving it! Everyone at Howth golf club has been so welcoming and great fun, all round v
delighted to be playing golf, dare | say two to three times avieekd a KK R2y did (S

See you all out there Lesley Phelan & Julie @lyss
| think we can all relate to that! Wishing both nevand of course existingl members a very Merr

/| KNAAGYFa FyYyR |1 FLIL®R bS¢ ,SFENE aSS e2dz 2dzi
matches!
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Young Guns

Despite very low numbers of junior members, the Club is fortunate to have so many promisin
golfers who will in time make very fine full members of the Club. By way of example, Robbie |
retained the Club Championship and Cor@wllier won the MichadHannigarShield.
Congratulations are due to all the juniors who represented Hdwihtnior inter club competitions,
particularly the members of the Junior Boys team Cian Kellett and John Smyth who won the
PaddySkerrit Trophyin{ G ® ! y y S Qrae CaRain Hvas/priesdzied with the only pennant ¢
the year at the men's AGM.

The juniors were well represented again this year in major club teams and represented the C
in the Barton Cup, Senior Cup, Junior Cup, BartorndSdienmyBrueand the Metropolitan Cup.
Rob Herssens, Junior Boys Convenor

What a great last quarter for the younger junior girls. Laura, Lucy and Clodagh played in thei
competition at Beaverstown Golf Club. It was a Halloween nine hole scrambdee painting and
hats were the order of the day. The weather was kind and there were some amazing golf sho
very accurate putting. Lunch and prizes followed to end a most enjoyable and successful da)
girls can't wait for their next compeibn. Thanks to Kate O'Neill for her support and encouragel
with the girls.

Coaching for all the Juniors took place during November with Darragh at Kinsealy driving rar
to the numbers we split them into two sessions, younger ones first themliher ones. They are ¢
enthusiastic and it is lovely seeing brothers and sisters all having a go. Needless to say we ¢
some extremely talented youngsters that we need to encourage and look after. Coaching wil
again next February/March.

2013 will certainly be a year for Laura Doherty to remember. Being picked to play for Irealand
European Team Championship and getting her first points must have been amazing. Well dc
again Laura for playing such brilliant golf throughout the year.

Finally thanks to Darragh for his continued support to the Juniors and the excellent coaching
gives them all.

Jan lves, Junior Girls Convenor
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Robert Herssens
Presenting Captain Michael with the Padskerrit
Pendant won by outstanding Juniors,
John Smyth an@ianKellettpictured
below with Errol Golding
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