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Captains Corner 2012

From the Lady Captain:

Watching the weather forecast for the
two days of my Captain’s prize did not
make for good viewing. All doom and
gloom as the country was covered in
dense cloud. It was wet, cold and windy
with no improvement promised, so the
overworked Child of Prague was on call
once more and miraculously managed to
deliver two days of acceptable weather,
much to everyone’s relief.

Conditions on both days were tough and I was very impressed by the good humour of all the
participants. Everything ran smoothly and on time thanks to our starter, John McGuirk. On Day 1, I
arrived up to a lovely surprise as overnight the first Tee and the area outside the locker rooms had
received a makeover – the Bloom festival had arrived in Howth! Thanks to Lady Vice-Captain Therese
for organising this.
I have thoroughly enjoyed my Lady Captain’s Prize Days. It was great to see so many out playing and
at the dinner, in particular, all our new members. I hope you all enjoyed the experience. I have been
overwhelmed by the good wishes, the support, the generosity and the courtesy shown to me and
would sincerely thank all the members who made these days special and truly memorable for me.
My prize was designed by Goughs of Howth. The inspiration for the necklace was the view of the 15th
hole. The two white gold bars symbolize the contours of the golf hole and the arc of the golf swing.
The diamond denoted the green, the elusive target at the end of the perfectly shaped golf shot! The
piece was created to encompass the perfect shot from the perfect swing on the perfect golf hole!
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Captains Corner 2012 cont’d:

From The Captain

Many members and friends told me that my
year as Captain would "fly by" and it is
really amazing how time seems to be
rushing on with undue haste!!. However
during the first half of the year there have
been a number of notable achievements
and endeavours, some of which I will briefly
comment on as follows:

Course Improvements:
Our commitment to the continuous improvement of the course is ongoing. Work on the new men's
yellow tee box at the third hole together with the improvements to the 4th, 8th and 15th tee boxes
have been completed. These works, which have been carried out to an excellent standard, enhance
both the appearance and playability of the course. Our Greens Committee and course staff are to be
congratulated for their fine efforts all of which have ensured the current excellence of the course
presentation.
Inter Club Matches:
All Inter Club Matches have been played out in a great spirit of competitive sportsmanship. Team
Managers and players deserve great admiration and thanks for their valiant efforts. At the time of
writing we are still competing in the Jimmy Bruen Shield, The Metropolitan Cup and the Fingal
Seniors. Hopefully we will have some ultimate success but the important issue is that we have
competed well in all events. It should be noted that our juniors have formed a very significant part of
many of our Inter Club Match teams. Their skills and dedication together with their representation
of the Club at home and away matches deserves a special word of gratitude.
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Captains Corner 2012 cont’d:
Captains Prize 2012:
The "premier" golfing event of the year, the Captains Prize 2012, was a 36 hole stableford
competition with the final result based on the two day cumulative score. A record number of
members competed in a spirited way for the "prize" an antique silver basket. Fine weather
facilitated excellent play and scores. No doubt the winner will be proud to display for many years to
come.
Club Competitions:
Apart from scheduled weekend competitions, our weekday competitions comprising the Monday
Nighters, The Tuesday Nighters, Thursday Fourball and Friday Mixed go from strength to strength.
The organizers of these events deserve our appreciation for their ongoing good work.
New Members:
We are fortunate that we continue to have new members joining us since the beginning of the year.
In this regard it is most important that the expectations of such members are realized and that they
feel a sense of inclusiveness as they become integrated into the life and workings of the club. All
club members have a real role to play in ensuring that new members feel welcomed and included.
I do hope you will all continue to enjoy your golf during the rest of the year and indeed perhaps
enjoy a holiday too as we go through the rest of the summer.

In And Around The Greens
The course is in good condition despite recent and ongoing heavy rainfalls which have led to surges
in the growth of rough. This presented major challenges but staff have coped well. The new
‘Procorer’ machine will now be used on a regular basis for vertidraining/aeration throughout the
summer. This operation, together with light top dressing, will hopefully obviate the need for the
spring hollow tinning which causes much aggravation due to slow recovery.
Installation of mats has been completed on the 4th, 8th and 15th tees , and are now ready for use! The
ongoing maintenance of these mats is crucially important and we would appreciate any help in
keeping them free of grass cutting or miscellaneous rubbish.
Don’t forget your Divot bags and the Adopt-A Hole maintenance program. Let’s take pride in our
course!!
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Lady Captains Prize Winner – Helen Dawkins
Day 1
The weather was awful on the days before Sat 9th June. Thankfully the conditions on Saturday
were okay. My battery had been cutting out, so I borrowed one from my dad.
I had great playing partners... Brid and Mary. The course was in immaculate condition. I admired the
pink rhododendrons so much at the first tee, that my ball sailed straight into them! I scratched the
first two holes and really thought that I wouldn't put a round together. However, I finished with 33
pts, which I felt wasn't going to be nearly enough to put me in contention for the following week.
But, Lady Captain Aveen informed us that there was 1 other on 33pts … joint leaders in the
clubhouse, for a while at least! In the end, many ladies finished with between 30 and 35 pts, and we
felt it was 'wide open'.
Meanwhile, I was to play the home leg of the ILGU Junior Foursomes match against Clontarf the
next day, which we were delighted to win. All week, I tried not to think too much about the
Captain’s second day. I tried to focus on the away leg of the Foursomes match which was on the
following Thursday- the wettest day of the summer so far and we were all not looking forward to
playing on the Saturday if the conditions were to be as bad! We played well, and my partner, Mary
Beddy and I, won our match on the 18th; the team won overall with Pat sinking the very last putt on
the 18th! Such euphoria!
www.howthgolfclub.ie

Howth Golf Club
Tee Times

July Edition 2012

Helen Dawkins Contd:
Day 2
Saturday's conditions were testing...strong wind and some very heavy showers. It's no fun getting in
and out of rain gear every 5 minutes!! The rough was horrible to get out of...very long and very
damp!! Again, I had great playing partners, Noreen and Sheila - thanks for not adding after 9! Luckily
I avoided the rhododendrons this time round and put together a nice 22 pts on the front nine,
birdying the 4th!! The back nine was not so good, and I managed to scratch a couple of holes,
including 18! I signed for 37pts.
Many were saying how good that was, but I still felt it could be beaten. I got ready for the evening,
not knowing the result. And despite many congratulations from friends and fellow golfers, I still
didn't believe that I had won until Fiona announced my name. I am absolutely thrilled to win
Aveen's prize. The 15th is one of my favourite holes, and the pendant and chain which it inspired is
absolutely beautiful!
I have been a member of Howth Golf Club for 5 years, having started on a handicap of 29, and I
think this year I am playing my best ever golf! Many people have encouraged me, in particular
Gillian, Deirdre and Carole, but no one more so than my father, Alan Finlay, who was captain here in
1976. His generosity meant that I had a strong battery for my trolley, and for that and many other
things I am very grateful! I am also very grateful to my family who have put up with a poor
catering service for the last couple of weeks and despite this have been very supportive.
Congratulations to Aveen, Therese, and the Ladies Committee for all their hard work, and to the
Council who have ensured that the course is in terrific condition and is a challenge not only to
visitors, but to members alike.
I wish you all the very best for the remainder of the year. And would particularly like to wish Audrey
and the Junior Foursomes team all the best in the next match!
Hyland Success.
Congratulations to Mary & Philip Hyland from HGC who had the winning gross score of 87 points
in the Kellogg’s Nutri-Grain All Ireland Mother & Son Foursomes Competition at Malahide Golf
Club on Sunday June 8th.
Yoga Classes
Yoga Classes at Howth Golf Club will begin again on August 9th 2012. Why not drop in on Thursday
mornings from 11am to 12 noon for an hour of relaxation, stretching and serious core work / sign
up for 8 wks for € 90 or drop in for € 15 per session.
For more information contact Susie at 087 285 5071.
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Captain Eamonn presenting his Prize to Pat Brady
Captains Prize Winner – Pat Brady
‘I’m not sure who’s hitting the ball, but I hope that he doesn’t go home’
The winner Pat Brady, reveals the secret behind his stunning 6 point success in claiming the
Captain’s Prize in the 2012 men’s competition.
Pat, is a member in Howth for the last year, having previously played in Slieve Russell. He has
been playing golf for the last 14 years.
His present handicap is 18 and his hero is Phil Michelson, a fellow left hander.
Pat scored 38 points on day one, followed with a magnificent 42 points on the final day. On
being asked, how did the two rounds go?, he stated that he calmly negotiated his way
around the course, making sure that he kept the ball in play and the score followed.
Pat received a beautiful antique bowl from the 1890’s at the celebratory dinner on Saturday
30th June, as his reward for his exploits which Pat admitted was the best memory of his
golfing life. ‘If I could feel like this everyday, it would be a great life’
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‘In conversation with….
Seamus Hanrahan’

Interview with Seamus Hanrahan – Hole in One Hero
th
Seamus had a hole in one on the 8 a few weeks ago.
This prompted our decision to ask him a few golfing questions ;
How long have you been a member of Howth GC?
Nearly 40 years, I joined in the early 70’s
What other sports did you play?
I played rugby when I was younger in Munster, Thomond RC
th

You’ve just had a hole in one on the 8 , what club did you use and was it your first hole in one?
th
I used a 4 iron and yes, I nearly forgot, I had one about 30 years ago on the 15 ! (Modest as always)
What’s your favourite hole in Howth and your favourite golf club?
th
The 8 is my favourite hole and my 5 wood is my favourite club
What was your lowest handicap?
15
Your best golfing memory?
Watching Padraig Harrington winning his first Open, great memories
Your favourite golfer?
Seve
Your ideal fourball? (Howth members excluded !!)
Seve, Harrington and Nicklaus
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The Social Butterfly:
After a successful run of Social evenings, the last event before the summer was held on 30 th
March when Peter Sheridan (brother of Jim Sheridan) gave us a wonderful presentation of
his play based on his book of the same name called “47 Roses”. It was attended by over
130 members and guests and enjoyed by all who were fortunate to have been there. The
question and answer presentation after this one man play gave us a deeper insight into the
relationship of this “ménage a trios”.
The Autumn programme is likely to commence with a theatre night and Eileen tells us they
have a number of events in train, probably starting in September with a drama based on
the life of Oscar Wilde. After that her committee hope to have a mix of theatre nights,
cabaret dinners and some high profile artists in concert.
The Friday nighters is both a golfing and social evening and gives new members an excellent
opportunity to play and also enjoy a meal and drink in the club with their playing partners
after the game and to meet other members in the Club.
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Social Butterfly cont’d
On Wed. 31st May Ladies prize giving night took place in the Club and the details of the
major prize winners are outlined in a separate article. The prize giving was followed by a
buffet meal and whilst everyone was enjoying their meal, six of the lady golfers from the
Club modelled some gorgeous outfits from Never Blu in Sutton Cross. With so many
glamorous ladies in the club, there was no need to seek models from London, Paris, New
York or Rome. Our thanks to our very elegant models Niamh O’Keeffe, Helen Webster,
Mary Fitzpatrick, Mary Judge, Marie Harte (a former Miss Ireland) and “new kid on the
block” Jacinta Monks. The girls were super models and the photos tell their own story.

A very Busy Office (Socially)
The Club is very fortunate to have on board three very helpful, dedicated and hardworking
colleagues in the office, Catherine, Anne and of course our General Manager Darragh. Not
all of us are fortunate to meet them on a day to day basis as many of our members both
male and female work during office hours. We thought therefore we should share with you
the very exciting events that have occurred in their lives recently. On 12 th May Catherine
and her partner John tied the knot and celebrated with family and friends in the
Portmarnock Golf & Links Hotel. Our photo shows us a very beautiful and elegant bride and
groom on this very happy and special occasion.
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Catherine and her
Husband John enjoy
the sparkle of
champagne that
matches the sparkle in
their eyes on their very
special day.
A “BIG”
congratulations from the
Captains and members
of Howth GC
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On 27th March
Anne became a
grandmother
for the first
time and is
proudly
pictured with
her daughter
Sarah and her
beautiful
grandson
Ronan.
May was a very busy month in that it brought a bundle of joy to Darragh and Ailbhe when
their beautiful baby daughter Zara Kay was born on the 6th May.

Little Zara Kay.

Darragh’s first child,
sitting back wondering
what all the fuss is
about.
Maybe her Dad could
take a leaf out of her
book!

Thank you Anne, Catherine and Darragh for allowing us to share in your happy news.
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We would also like to pass on our best wishes to Joan Burgess (a former Lady Captain) who
married her partner Kevin on the 7th June. Our photo shows a very happy couple and we
wish them both continued happiness.

It would also be remiss of us not to send our get well wishes to Frankie Lappin who had an
unfortunate accident whilst playing golf. Her exuberant personality and style has been
missed around the Club.
The Lady Captain Aveen’s competition took place on the 9 th and 16th June. The weather
could have been kinder to us but that didn’t deter the enjoyment of the two days of golf. All
the Ladies were spoilt by the Lady Captain. Each lady received a “pink bag of goodies” plus
refreshments for our round of golf. The final day was very exciting for all of those golfers
who were on the leader board.
Lady Captain Aveen’s beautiful and envied prize of a diamond pendant on a white gold chain
based on the 15th Hole of the course was won by Helen Dawkins and congratulations is
expressed by all the lady members of the Club
There were many other prize winners who were all very fortunate to receive an array of
beautiful prizes including a bracelet each for the runner up and the gross prize winner and a
selection of bowls and dishes for all the other prize winners under the various categories. A
meal followed by entertainment from Brian Gillian completed a most entertaining and
enjoyable evening.

Captain Eamonn’s competition which took place on Sunday 24th and Saturday 30th June. The
Captain gave a beautiful prize of a Victorian Oval Silver Basket Tray on 4 Branch Design Feet
dated 1893 London and the lucky winner of this prize was Pat Brady. There were many other
beautiful prizes which were won by many deserved winners. The Captain’s dinner also
welcomes the ladies to join their men folk to add extra sparkle to the special celebrations.
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Out and About the House
On the Whit Bank Holiday weekend, our Social, Catering and House Convenor Eileen and
General Manager Darragh launched the New Bar Menu and this has been very favourably
received by the members. We were delighted to note a significant increase in the number of
members coming in to eat after their round of golf. The Caterers, too, are very pleased with
the increase in business and we expect this to continue during the summer.
The Committee would like to record the fantastic input from Darragh Tighe in the training
sessions which have resulted in improved staff attention to service and particularly to food
presentation. They would also like to record that they received full support and participation
from the caterers in introducing the new menu.
Comment cards have been placed in the Club seeking members feedback on the new menus
and the caterers will strive as far as is practicable to meet members’ requests.
In the last month work is close to completion on the upgrading of the Drying Room in the
Ladies Locker Room. The only matter outstanding to finish the job is to install the ceiling to
conceal the ugly pipework.
The House Committee is carrying out a review of other aspects of the house and an
improvement programme will be devised for implementation when club finances allow.

James Braid!! Did You Know ????
Did you know that Howth Golf Club is a member of the Association of James Braid Golf
Courses throughout Ireland, Scotland, England, Wales and the US.
Course’s such as The Grange, Mullingar and Waterford Golf Club in Ireland, Gleneagles in
Scotland, Preston in England and the St. Andrews Course in the US!
As a member of Howth Golf Club you can avail of special green fee rates at these courses
and the many other courses listed.
The list of courses can be found on the website. Simply click on James Braid Course Tag
and you will see the Course, its location, contact details and the special rate that applies to
Association Members.
To book contact the club directly via the contact details provided and on arrival at the
course, you must present your Howth GUI / ILGU Card for proof of membership.
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Club Results
Ladies Section
Phillie McHenry Trophy
PGA Tankard
Eileen Monaghan Trophy
Lady Captain’s Prize

April 28, 2012
May 2, 2012
May 16, 2012
June 9 & 16, 2012

Aideen Jeffers
Helen Webster
Gillian Guiness & Helen Dawkins
Winner: Helen Dawkins
Runner-Up: Derval Magann
Gross: Louise Mahon

Gillian and Helen with the Lady Captain

Aideen Jeffers and the Lady Captain

Mixed
Ivy Hadden Mixed Foursomes

June 2, 2012

Jimmy O’Neill & Mary McLean

Hole In One’s Galore
Congratulations to the Lady Vice Captain, Therese Gray, who had her second hole in
one on the 4th Hole using her driver into the wind during the Ivy Hadden mixed
foursomes on June 2nd.
Congratulations also go to our very own Brenda Flynn (editor extraordinaire), who had
her very first hole-in-one on May 29th, using an 8 iron on the 8th hole during the second
round of the Felix McHenry Mixed foursomes matchplay… and yes, they won the hole!
Not to be outdone by the ladies is one of our more experienced campaigners, Seamus
Hanrahan, as he too had a hole-in-one on the 8th hole using his 4 iron.
Well Done Seamus and welcome to the Hole-in-One Club.
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Club Results Cont’d
Men’s Section
St. Fintan’s Cup
Tom Nicoll Trophy
PGA Tankard
Michael McMahon Trophy

April 21 & 22, 2012
April 29, 2012
May 13, 2012
May 19, 2012

Kevin Agnew
Seamus McLoughlin
Bill Melia
Gerard Hurley

Major Prize winners to Tuesday 26 June 20 12
1. April Medal (14April 2012)
Overall Winner: Damien Whelan (13) - 67 net
Gross: Frank Melia 78
2. St. Fintans Cup (22 April 2012)
Winner: Kevin Agnew (10) - 81 points
3. Tom Nicoll Trophy (55+) (28 April 2012 )
Winne r: Seamus McLoughlin (12) - 41 points
4. PGA Tankard (13 May 2012)
Winner: Bill Melia (9) 69
5. Michael McMahon (19 May 2012)
Winner: Gerard Hurley (17) - 4up
6. May Medal (26 May 2012)
Overall: Aidan Hurley (9) – 66 net
Gross: Shane McKiernan – 81
7. Ivy Hadden Trophy (2nd June 2012)
a. Winners: Jimmy O’Neill (21) & Mary McLean (25) - 36 points (L9)
b. R/U: George Reid (12) & Ann Lowth ((18) – 36 points
c. 3rd place: Seamus McLoughlin (11) & Brenda Flynn (11) – 33 points (L9)
8. June Medal (10 June 2012)
a. Overall Winner : Karl Dunne (19) – 63 nett
b. Gross: Ronan O’Rourke - 75

9. Jimmy Bruen Shield Qualifier
Howth qualified from the Jimmy Bruen Shield qualifier held in Howth Golf Club
on the 17th and 23rd June and will now meet Waterford GC in Athy GC in July.
www.howthgolfclub.ie

Howth Golf Club
Tee Times

July Edition 2012

New Kids on the Block!
Once again welcome to “new Kids on the the
Block”. The last couple of months have been
busy for Howth Golf Club recruiting new
members and profiling the great golf club that
it is.
Our ladies six weeks membership programme
was a great success and all involved should be
congratulated for their commitment and
involvement, particularly our General
Manager, Darragh Tighe.
It was a fun six weeks giving potential members
an insight into what Howth Golf Club has to
offer its members, there were putting and
driving contests and the last week involved
playing a few holes on the golf course.

Michael & Carol Chubb
All in all, suffice to say a good time was had by all and as a result, a lot of new members were
recruited and we would like to extend to them a very warm welcome. The Feedback from these
new members was how warm and friendly members were to them so let’s keep it up and
encourage them to play and enjoy our wonderful course.

We also welcome Carol and Michael Chubb, a husband and wife team who are delighted to be part
of Howth Golf Club. They have been playing golf in a casual why for some years but have never
been members of a club. They both agree that the reason they selected Howth Golf Club, “ is the
welcome” and whatever we are doing to welcome new members to Howth Golf Club is “worth
gold” according to Michael and it has the “right atmosphere”. Carol likes to be outdoors and loves
the breath-taking views at HGC and its surroundings and they both hope that golf will impact on
their social life. When asked what was their favourite golf club, Carol said she likes her new driver,
but the nine wood topped the list for her as it gave her shot “Loft and Distance”.
Michael on the other hand likes his 8 Iron as “it brings him closer to the green”.
We wish them and all the new members who have just recently joined the club a very warm
welcome and we hope all our members will continue to be as friendly and as encouraging to new
members and each other.
Happy and successful golfing to all over the summer months.
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Young Guns

Junior Girls News
Laura Doherty qualified on Saturday 16th June at the Irish Women Close Championships
at Co Louth. She then went on to win her quarter final match against Darcey Carr from
Milltown but just lost in the semi-final to Anne McCormack again from Milltown. A brilliant
result - well done Laura.
Both Laura Doherty and Sophie Harrison (Sophie representing Sutton) qualified for the
Irish Women’s Open Stroke Play Championship played at The Island in May. Conditions
were extreme with very strong winds. However, it was a great achievement to have both
girls being able to play now that they are both off 6.
Unfortunately we are unable to defend the Fingal League Girls Trophy this year after
winning in 2010 and 2011 as the rules have altered and the minimum handicap is now 18.
This is to encourage the higher handicaps which is great but results in three of our older
girls not being able to play as they are too low and the younger ones are not quite ready. I
am sure we will have a team for next year.
A team has been entered for the Girls Interclub Leinster qualifier at Corrstown on 31st July
and 1st August.
With the help from Darragh an evening for members children who had not played golf
before was arranged by Jan Ives. We had 18 youngsters learning pitching skills from Darragh
and putting skills from Jan. They all had a lot of fun, learnt some golf skills and got together
in the bar afterwards for chicken and chips - great evening and maybe some new golf
Superstars and members for the future. Louise Mahon, Kate O’Neill and Niall Gallagher
were brilliant assisting Jan and Darragh.
Results for the Girls Junior Competitions:
11th June - Lauren McGinn - winner
19th June - Sibeal Cole - winner

The U18 Irish Junior Foursomes took place in Roganstown on 25th June. The Howth Team
consisted of Simon and Kevin who shot 80 gross and Robbie and Brendan Smyth who shot
87 gross. While both scores were respectable it was not good enough to progress in this
highly competitive event.
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Juniors Contd:
Four members of the Junior ranks helped HGC through the regional qualifiers of the Jimmy
Bruen Shield. Simon Foy, Robbie Hynes, Kevin Agnew and Shane O’Hare all contributed to
the victories. The quartet were also part of the Barton Cup team that progressed to the 3rd
Round.

The U15’s have been busy competing in their league with 2 wins from 4 matches. The U18
Fingal league has also commenced with round 1 being played at Portmarknock GC. Peter
Gillett is managing the teams and will be giving opportunities to many juniors at all handicap
levels to compete on the team throughout July and August.

Darragh Tighe has been giving his time and expertise to the Juniors every Tuesday evening
on the practice areas. This is much appreciated by all. We are also seeing the benefits of this
coaching with some good scores in the Tuesday morning competitions. Thanks to Jan Ives
who is doing Trojan work with the Junior Girls.

The next big event on the Junior calendar is the Howth GC Junior open which takes place on
17th July.
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Teams
Congratulations to our Ladies Junior Foursomes who will be playing Craddockstown in the
quarterfinals at home on July 4th. The away leg is scheduled for July 20th. Come and support our girls!!
Our men’s Jimmy Bruen team were Metropolitan Area winners against Sutton on June 23.
They will play Waterford GC in Athy in July in the hopes of reaching the Leinster final. Good luck, men!!
Congratulations to the Metropolitan Cup players who have reached the quarterfinals where they will play
Bodenstown. Onward and Upward HGC!!

Our Lady’s Senior Cup had a great win over the Grange on May 12th. It was a first Senior Cup for our
Junior Captain, Laura Doherty and a great swan song for ex-officio Breda Mullally. Sadly the team lost to
Woodbrook in the Quarter finals afternoon session. Well done for getting so far.
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