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Captains’ Corner
The Gods were with us on January 5th, the day of our drive in, no fog, and no rain. The
4 person team event held earlier was a sell out and the weather was just perfect. Both
of us were pleased to see each drive make its way down the fairway. Paddy Hartford,
as he does every year, collected both balls and very diplomatically reported both to be
within 6 inches of each other!
We were delighted to see family; friends and fellow members attend the buffet
afterwards which was very well presented by our caterer Stephen and his staff. A
successful ‘drive in’ is dependent on various members who give their time freely to
ensure the smooth running of the day. A sincere thank you to Joe Richardson who was
MC for the day, Paddy Cooney and Maurice Connolly who managed the competition,
and other members who helped throughout the day. Yet again Des Gilroy came up
trumps with his choice of outdoor music, as well as acting as club photographer for the
day.
With the bright evenings come the thoughts of summer and lots of golf. Some ladies
have already started coaching and the interclub ladies matches commence on March
18th. Likewise the men are taking the interclub matches very seriously and to all
managers, assistant managers and their teams we wish you every success.
We are happy to report breaking news that Jassie O'Siochain and Yvonne Agnew, and
Eddie Hyland and John Costello have both won their respective opening matches in
the "Daily Mail Trophies". Also, last year’s Junior Girls Captain, Laura Doherty won the
Senior Alliance Match play. Congratulations to all and this is a great start to 2013.
As captains we look forward to attending as many matches as possible and to
celebrating many victories along the way.
Brenda Flynn and her team, following the great success of their 6 week
Membership program for ladies last year, are repeated the course offer for this year
and to date have attracted over 45 ladies which is truly amazing. All our members
should treat each and every one of these potential full members with the greatest of
respect and show them genuine "Howth Hospitality". Of the 16 ladies who
participated in last year’s program, 9 of them on completion joined as members and
wait for it, they are Graduating on Wednesday March 13th from the follow-on Griffin
Program. Since December of last year this group have been playing the inner 6 holes
each Wednesday under the watchful eye of Gillian Guinness and her team of
Griffindors. Well done ladies!
We are both blessed with vice Captains, Lady Vice Breda and Vice Captain Muiris. Our
committees, both Ladies and Men are brilliant and have all settled into managing their
respective responsibilities.
General Manager Darragh, Catherine and Ann have been so thoughtful in guiding us
through our opening months which hopefully will enable us to do a good job.
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‘IN CONVERSATION WITH’ …
Bert O’Brien
Bert O’ Brien joined Howth Club in 1969 and he remains a fixture in the bar most Mondays and
Thursdays - (he is the friendly gentleman wandering about with a cup of tea in his own special mug!)
Bert played golf up until three years ago and loved the exercise, friendship and socially competitive
aspect of golf. His favorite golf shot was on a Par three at Westport Golf Club. When he and his
playing partner, Seamus Hanrahan lost sight of the ball and were unsure where it had ended up,
seeing the Captain of Westport GC coming down to the green with a bottle of whiskey in his hand,
confirmed the hole-in one and delighted the Howth man.
Bert’s proudest moment as a golfer came in 1975, when he and his son Neil won the Club
Foursomes Matchplay. At that time it was known as the Mitchell Shield, (sponsored by Mitchell
wine imports), and as the O’Briens happened to win on the 50th anniversary of the shield, they were
each presented with a case of champagne and Not to be forgotten was winning the Ivy Hadden
Trophy with his lovely wife, Vera in 1983.
In 1991, Bert was honored to be named Captain for the Diamond Jubilee alongside Lady Captain
Adele Keegan. It was a busy and fulfilling year for Bert and was a culmination of many years spent on
the men’s and management committees. Bert also organized the Tuesday Nighters and the Friday
Nighters for years. Currently, he hosts the Indoor Bowling on Friday nights which begins when the
golfing Friday Nighters end in October. This is a fun social night, open to everyone and Bert is always
happy to welcome new faces. Bert is also an active member of the Music Circle Committee.
By far, Bert’s fondest memories of Howth Golf Club began in 1997 when he approached then
Captain Billy Moen to begin a Santa Claus day for the children and grandchildren of Howth GC
members. This has become a holiday tradition which Bert firmly believes is all about the
grandmothers (sorry Santa!), who love to show off their beautiful grandchildren!
Always happy to have a chat and share a joke, Bert is delighted to meet and greet new members …
go on – introduce yourself!
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As another year of snooker in Howth Golf Club draws to an end I thought we would update the
members of how the 2012 / 2013 season has played out. The season had been greeted with the
sight a few new players attending. It’s refreshing to see new faces and new interest, we're a friendly
bunch who enjoy a bit of banter.
As with most years, the Tuesday night season broke off at the start of October with relatively low
numbers but gradually rose through to December, a number of great competitions were played
during these months. This year saw for the first time the maintenance upgrade of the snooker
tables with the slight widening of the pockets by EJ Riley to help improve over all play. This has
proved a very successful upgrade.
Unfortunately though after Christmas the numbers declined and since then we have struggled to a
point where we have yet to have a proper competition in 2013. Currently the Tuesday nights consist
of the same few people which turn up and play friendly games. We would greatly urge anyone who
is interested in the game to pop along and have a go. It’s a cheap night’s entertainment, 4 euro
entry fee with 1 euro re-buys - no one is Ronnie O'Sullivan level, we just enjoy a friendly game of
snooker! Games consist of a doubles format so don't worry if you feel you're not the best, you'll
always be paired with someone and there's it's handicapped based to give a more level playing field
for everyone involved.
On a more upbeat note, the 2013 North Country Dublin Snooker league has been running for the
past three months with the final taking place this Monday 11th March. While Howth Golf Club
unfortunately will not be part of the final this year, we played out what can only be described as an
epic battle against Forrest Little in Howth last Monday 4th, battling back from 2-0, bringing the game
right down to the final couple of balls in the fifth frame. Forrest Little clinched it by a whisker
winning 3-2 overall. We wish them the very best in the final and look forward to the revenge match
next year. A special thank you needs to go out to all the supporters, players and especially our
manager, Rowan Johnson without which we could not have gotten this far.

www.howthgolfclub.ie

Howth Golf Club
Tee Times

March Edition 2013

The 2013 snooker shield is also underway and which we hope to have concluded in the next few
weeks. Games are progressing well with some great matches having been played already. The
shield has been running for years now and it’s a great singles competition which shows off the
calibre of players we have in Howth.
A thank you on behalf of the snooker group must go to Marius and the staff behind the bar for being
there each and every Monday and Tuesday night during our season. Also, thank you to John Bennett
who over the years has become the number one man to go to for all your cue maintenance.
On a final note, I would like to place an open offer to all members in the club of all ages and ability,
please if you are in the slightest bit intrigued by the game, please do feel free to come up on a
Tuesday night from 7.30 onwards. Our age profile ranges from 28 to 82 so you will never feel out of
place. We are all here to help you if you have queries on cueing, rules, etc. A few of the younger
golf players have been spotted in the snooker room over the year and comments such as "they're
pretty handy" mentioned. To these players, don't feel like you're too young to come up, you
potentially already represent the club at golf level and are aware that you are the future of the club,
why not become the future of the club at snooker level also?!

In And Around The Greens
The Greens Committee Convenor is Gerry Barry and his is ably assisted by his Sub-Committee; Breda
Swan, Breda Mullally, Muiris Heron, Paddy Archer, Rob Herssens, and Tom Turley. Members can
approach any of the committee about course related matters. Additionally, the committee will be
asking members for their views on course improvements which they would like to have
implemented over the next 3 years. Thanks to all those members who are regular users of divot mix
and who have embraced the 'adopt a hole initiative'.
The last remaining major section of pathway at the 17th has been ‘rittered’ – the course staff did a
fine job in difficult weather conditions. Additionally, the pathway in front of the 11th Tee boxes has
also been widened and ‘rittered,’ thus making the area safe and more visually attractive. Progress on
the development of the hardstand is also underway.
Despite a difficult winter when the course was under severe pressure due to heavy rains and severe
frost, the green are in excellent shape and we look forward to continued improvement in the course
as a whole.
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The Social Butterfly
The Social Butterfly took a rest over the Christmas period but from her sources heard that a
wonderful evening was enjoyed by all who attended the New Year’s Eve Dinner on 31 st December,
the closing social event for 2012. It was well supported by members and friends. An excellent meal
was provided by Ellen and her staff. The music was super for dancing and for ringing in 2013.
The first social event for 2013 was a play called Macklin. This play was based on a Donegal man who
made his name playing the part of Shylock in The Merchant of Venice. It was well supported with
approx 80 members and friends. Howth Golf Club is making a name for itself in presenting a superb
selection of plays, a beautiful venue and with tickets costing €15, the added facility of enjoying a
glass of wine or a soft drink during the play and free parking – why would anyone want to go to the
City Centre. The general views of those who attended the play were that it was enjoyable but serious
play with excellent acting and production.
It would be a pity to bypass our national St. Patrick’s Day festival so following on the success of last
year’s Irish Hooley Night another Irish Hooley has been arranged for Friday night 15th March where
the room and tables will be beautifully decorated in green, white and gold and the two plate supper
will have an Irish influence. Entertainment will be provided by John Kelly (brother of Luke) and his
band who gave us a fabulous rendition of Raglan Road as well as many other memorable songs last
year. Some members of the Scoil Rince Irish Dancers will give us a selection of jigs and reels and will
guide HGC members and friends in performing the Siege of Ennis and the Walls of Limerick. With a
ticket price of €25 per person for both supper and entertainment it is an ideal event to bring family
and friends. Tickets are available at the Bar, so hurry and book them so you won’t be disappointed.
Another play by Peter Sheridan is planned for Friday 5th April. Anyone who attended “47 Roses” last
year will remember Peter and the wonderful play with a question and answer session following the
play. Again the ticket prices will be €15 each and an enjoyable night’s entertainment is guaranteed
for all.
Other social events are planned by Eileen Gilroy and the Social Committee throughout the coming
year so keep an eye on the website for details. The club members are very fortunate in the choice of
social events which are held in the Club and we all look forward to seeing you on Friday 15th March
for the Irish Hooley Night.

Out and About the House
Work continuously takes place around the Club House and thanks must go to all involved in making
decisions regarding improvements around the Club House. The latest update is that a new Trophy
Cabinet has been fitted, just a coat of varnish, and it will be ready to display all the wonderful
trophies that have been won by Club Members on behalf of the Club. Work has also been
completed on the new six handbag lockers in the Ladies’ Locker Room. These will be much
appreciated by our lady members and lady visitors to the Club.
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From the Junior Captain Simon Foy:
It’s a real privilege to be given the junior captaincy this year. I thoroughly enjoyed the day of my
drive in. I was fairly nervous hitting the drive, but even more nervous giving my speech. Thankfully
they both went pretty well.
The first major outing for the juniors is on Tuesday March 26th in Portmarnock GC, in the Andy
Desmond Trophy. The format for this event is two foursome pairs. Our practise so far has gone well
and hopefully we’ll be able to emulate the form we’re showing in practise on the day and win some
silverware. We’ll also be playing in the Fred Daly Trophy over the Easter break.
Regarding my own golf this year I hope to approach it with a different, more positive attitude as I
struggled a bit last year, and I hope that I’ll enjoy playing the game more. I’m playing off a handicap
of 6.2 at the moment and by the end of the year I would hope to be between 4.3 and 4.9. It would
be great if I could retain the singles match play title this year and I have my sights firmly set on the
Club Championship in August. I’m planning on playing in the Faldo Series in Lough Erne in April. I also
hope to play in the Boy’s championships during the summer and it would be great if I could put in a
few good performances in those.
I’d like to thank Rob Herssens and Errol Golding for their involvement with the juniors and I look
forward to working with them this year. A special thanks to Darragh Tighe who gives up his own time
to give lessons to the juniors throughout the year. I’d also like to wish Captain Michael and Lady
Captain Therese the best of luck with their captaincies this year.
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From the Junior Boy’s Convenor Rob Herssens:
The Junior golf year started off in January with Junior captain Simon Foy's drive in. There was
a great turn out on the day and we wish him the best of luck in the year ahead.
The under 18 team had a friendly match against St. Anne's GC during the February midterm
break. We have agreed a yearly junior (wooden spoon) competition between Howth Juniors and St.
Anne's juniors.
The end of March will be a busy time for our juniors, as during the Easter holidays not only
will they have their Tuesday morning competitions on 26th of March and 2nd of April, they will also
have the Fingal Junior Foursomes for the Andy Desmond Trophy. Sixteen teams from North County
Dublin will play in this competition with Howth taking on Clontarf in the morning at Portmarnock
golf club. Fingers crossed we progress to the semi finals and finals, to be held in Portmarnock Links
on the 2nd of April. The Fred Daly qualifying takes place on the 5th of April at Beaverstown Golf
Club.
Finally over the next couple of weeks Errol Golding Jan Ives and I are making arrangements
to bring the much younger junior boys and girls out onto the golf course on Saturdays or Sundays,
late afternoons to play a few holes of golf.
Overall we are looking forward to a great and successful year for junior golf.

From the Junior Girls Convenor Jan Ives:
In the New Year we took a group of the younger girls out to play a few holes on the course for the first time
during the junior time sheet. They had a brilliant time and some excellent shots were played. Many thanks
to Kate O'Neill for her help. They were really looking forward to going out again in the Mid Term break but
unfortunately the weather was not kind to us and the course was closed due to the heavy rain. We will be
trying again on 26th March and 2nd April following the boys.
The ILGU are very keen to encourage girls to play golf as numbers have been falling and are running
competitions in the summer holidays for under 13's and under 15's. There will be 5, 9 and 18 hole options
with no handicaps required. I do hope that we will be able to have a few of our girls participating this year.
From the looks of the swings in the coaching there are definitely some new stars out there that may turn
out to be as successful as our older girls.
Coaching will be starting again as soon as the weather improves and I am really looking forward to working
with the enthusiastic youngsters.
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Card Sharks:
Howth Golf Club Bridge Club meets Monday and Thursday nights – why not join your fellow
members for a friendly game of cards? Bridge lessons are continuing every Tuesday from 2:45 –
4:45pm. If interested contact Liam Cahill or Marie Stanley.
THE JIMMY GLEESON BRIDGE TROPHY
In 1997 the late Anna Gleeson presented a bridge trophy in honour of her husband Jimmy who had
died the previous year. Jimmy had been a lifelong member ofHowth Golf Club, a former Trustee and
a great stalwart of the bridge section. It is a much coveted trophy and is played for by teams of
four. Participants are always generously treated to a glass of wine, courtesy of Cissie Tarpey, when
they toast absent friends.
Pictured are the 2013 winners of the trophy: Paddy Cagney, Brigid Leavy, Fiona Staunton and Ann
Coleman."

THE MARK CUNNINGHAM TROPHY TROPHY
Mark Cunningham was a very keen bridge player and member of Howth Golf Club who died in 1983.
He was a Geologist and a good friend of the late Jimmy Gleeson. The Mark Cunningham Trophy is an
individual competition played over two nights. The 2013 winner was Marie McCarthy.
Pictured are Carmel Walsh, niece of Mark Cunningham, Cissie Tarpey and winner, Marie McCarthy.
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Results Round-Up
The Ladies High-Low Trophy

This Trophy was introduced 2 years ago by the then Lady Captain
Breda Mullally.
It is played in a foursomes format over the winter months
Congratulations to the winners:
Margaret Lillis & Mary O’Donovan
Runners-Up:
Gillian Guinness and Carole Reid

Ladies Winter League Results
Tigers Cubs
Joint First: Pat Slowey, Fiona McMorrow and Mary Judge
Joint Fourth: Kay Masterson and Susan Curran
Pheasant Runners
First: Gillian Guinness
Second: Mary Tynan
Third: Kitty Nolan
Joint Fourth: Maura Dillon and Bronwyn Reilly
Blue Tits
First: Frances Brady
Second: Niamh O'Keeffe
Third: Gaye Bothwell
Joint Fourth: Angela McCudden and Fiona Staunton
Eager Eagles
First: Aideen Jeffares
Second: Carmel Brennan
Third: Therese Gray and Kate O’Neill
Weekend Ladies
First: Sibeal Cole
Second: Anne O 'Malley
Third: Carole Reid & Mary Hyland
Fifth: Veronica Baker
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Men’s Winter League 2012/2013
Winner:
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

Paddy Mahon (17)
Stan O’Neill (24)
Joe Richardson (17)
Ken Williams (14)
Jason Kennedy (20)
Tom O’Connor (7)

128points
126 points
123 points
117 points
116 points (last 9's)
116 points

Class1
Winner:
2nd

Glenn Stewart (10)
David Quinn (12)

114 points
103 (last 9's)

Class 2
Winner:
2nd

Brendan Nicholson (14) 115 points
Bernard Byrne (16)
110 points

Class 3
Winner:
2nd

Dan Moore (19)
Brendan Atkins (20)

107 points (last 9’s)
107 points

Finally on behalf of Mossie Connolly, Tom O’Connor and Joe Richardson, many thanks to all who
helped with running the winter league competitions. We hope to have a gathering some evening
soon to present all the winners with their prizes

Congratulations to 2012 Junior Girls Captain Laura Doherty who
won the Ladies Senior Alliance Matchplay.
The Senior Alliance is open to players with a handicap of 9 and
Below and is a highly competitive society.
Laura plays off a handicap of 4.
A fantastic start to her season and a great honour for
Howth Golf Club
Well Done !
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Ladies Winter League Luncheon
The Ladies Winter League has now completed its seventh season and has gone from strength to
strength. From September onwards the ladies eagerly await the signing up sheet to be able to
partake in the League. They are then split into four groups of fourteen – Eager Eagles, Tigers Cubs,
Pheasant Runners and the Blue Tits (a challenge for you is to find out the real story behind the
names). We then play a round robin four ball v par between October and February. The weekend
ladies play a similar format on Saturdays.
The decibel levels certainly rise as the ladies go up to the tee boxes on League mornings.
The social atmosphere continues into the bar afterwards where the team groups have long
discussions about shots hit, chips missed and puts given.
The final day ends on a high with a meal afterwards and the eagerly awaited results and prizes.
It is a real pleasure to see the ladies socializing with each other and making new friends
throughout the darker winter months.
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