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Lady Captain Carmel and some of the ladies getting ready to play on Day 2.. 
Captain Michael presenting Lady Captain Carmel with flowers. 

Vice Captain Derval receiving good wishes from the Lady Captain Carmel. 
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Captain’s Corner 
It has been busy but exciting in the Ladies’ Section since our last Tee Times. 
April 10th was the start of the bi-monthly “Monday Juliets” - a 9 hole competition played on the 
back 9. This is a non-qualifying competition with the emphasis being a sociable evening with the 
new & not so new members playing with different people each week. 26 ladies played on the 1st 
day & the numbers have increased over the 5 dates since then. Zita Bergin is our very popular 
Convenor & with the very warm welcome we receive from John Robinson & his Monday Nighters’ 
their banter ensures there is always a great atmosphere on those Monday evenings.  
The Friday Nighters’ organised by Dave O’Hare & Gus Moffat have been a huge success with over 
80 people participating on each of the 4 dates so far. Only 3 more to come, August 18th, 
September 15th & the Final on Saturday October 14th. The time sheet opens on the Friday 2 weeks 
prior to the date @ 8am. If you haven’t been up you are missing a great night. 
 
April 21st – We had the North Dublin Lady Captain’s Golf Association Annual Golf & Dinner – Mary 
Plunkett is this year’s Captain. 135 Ladies played golf, 183 sat for Dinner in the evening. 28 of our 
own members looked after the golfers from the time they arrived, meeting & greeting, managing 
the registration desk, assisting at the computer, showing them to the 1st tee, starters to see them 
off, watchers on the hill on the 1st hole & the results team, Mary T & Pat. Fantastic team work 
which was greatly appreciated by Captain Mary & the ladies. Marcel, Sandra & their team served a 
superb meal – compliments from the Captains’ were gushing. The room looked stunning & the 
flowers everywhere were magnificent thanks to Fiona Murphy & her team. It was a great day for 
HGC. 
 
April 23rd –  We hosted the ILGU Inter Club Matches with Teams from 8 visiting Clubs. The 
organisation on the day was equal to the above day, thanks to Pauline Quinn, our ILGU Liaison 
Officer, Vice-Captain Derval & their team of helpers.  
 
April 24th – We hosted a 9 hole Golf & Lunch for Captains’ from 10 Clubs. This event has been 
embraced by all the Clubs in lieu of the Captains’ attending 10 Christmas Dinners in Nov’/Dec’!  
May 13th – President’s Cup – This was the 1st time in our history that we have had a Dinner to 
celebrate this event. The large number that supported & attended the meal showed the high 
esteem that our members have for our President Ann. Winners on the day – Pat Slowey & David 
Quinn. 
 
May 13th – President’s Cup – This was the 1st time in our history that we have had a Dinner to 
celebrate this event. The large number that supported & attended the meal showed the high 
esteem that our members have for our President Ann. Winners on the day – Pat Slowey & David 
Quinn. 
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June 14th – Pink Day – A huge amount of time & effort went into making the day such a success, 
thanks again to Pauline Quinn, Vice-Captain Derval & their team of helpers & of course the 
Raffle Ticket Sellers who raised over €4,200 for Breast Cancer Research. Miriam Hand, a 
Director with BRC was very impressed with the organisation, atmosphere, Catering & the 
wonderful display of Pink everywhere. All the players were delighted to be greeted with a glass 
of Pink Champagne as they arrived up to the Club. The invited guests from 20 different Clubs 
were equally impressed with their visit to HGC. The high standard of Catering, Service from all 
the staff + the beautiful flowers was continued for the last 4 events for which I am extremely 
grateful.   
 
Our Inter-Club Matches started in April with 23 matches played to date, unfortunately, we have 
just 2 Teams going forward to their next round – Fingal Seniors & O’Grady Cup. We can be very 
proud of the 9 other Teams who in many cases were just pipped at the post, 2 Teams got to the 
3rd round in their section – Junior Cup & Intermediate Cup.    
 
Well done & thank you to all our Teams, Subs, Team Captains’ Assistants & Caddies for the 
pride & excitement the rest of us have had following your matches both on the course & on our 
Club App. The time & effort you have given in representing our Club is greatly appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Captain’s Prize – Day 1.  
 
We had a nerve wrecking start to the day wondering would the fog lift, what would we do if it 
didn’t, but thankfully, we didn’t have to wait too long, the wind blew, the sun broke through & 
Alan got the show on the road just after 9 am. It was a day I will never forget! I was 
overwhelmed with the warmth & generosity of the good wishes, cards & gifts that I received all 
day.  
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I was delighted to have Alan as our Starter, he enjoyed the warm reception he received from the 
ladies as they arrived up & remembered most of their names as he guided them up to the 1st 
Tee. What a charmer!  I really appreciate that you gave so many hours on both days as Starter 
when you had so much to do in the shop, Thank you, Alan. 
 
Thank you, Captain Michael for arriving with your beautiful bouquet of flowers, Michael D. with 
your fresh handpicked Roses & last but not least, hubby Paddy. 
 
Our intrepid Photographer – Des Gilroy, was up early to catch the ladies before they went up to 
the 1st Tee but because of the fog the 1st few groups were either on the practise ground or 
putting green – it never had so many ladies putting at the same time! Des stayed even though he 
had other commitments & took as many photos as time allowed. He had the photos developed & 
on display in the bar by lunchtime the following day. That is a lot of hard work Des, & is much 
appreciated by us all. 
 
I must mention the lovely homemade biscuits & lemonade made by Marcel & served to all the 
golfers as they walked to the 9th Tee by 10 of our newer members not playing on the day + 
Noreen Maynard, sheltered by the Awning that Joan & Kevin O’Connell erected earlier that 
morning. Many thanks to you all. It was lovely to have many of our non-playing ladies share the 
Day at a get together organised by Joan, Therese & Zita as the later golfers came in from their 
golf & hearing the exchange of many lovely stories from past years.  
 

Just time for a quick brunch 

Captain’s Prize - Day 2 – 17th June. 

 
The sun shone all day but the wind was strong, as the scores reflected, but it did not affect the 
great atmosphere all around the Club. Thanks again Alan, for giving up your day to see all the ladies 
up to the 1st Tee & to Des with his camera for capturing so many colourful shots. 
Our Evening started with a wine reception & Canapes followed with a beautiful meal served by 
Sandra & her staff with great efficiency to the 116 ladies present.  
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One of the highlights of the night was the standing ovation that welcomed the arrival of Team 
Captain - Mary Plunkett & her Junior Cup Team & Caddies who came straight up from their 2 pm 
match v Malahide in Naas to be with us. Having had the wonderful meal the excitement was 
palpable, all eyes were on the door of the office waiting for Mary Tynan & Pat Slowey to appear 
with the results (not an easy task) & have them announced. We kept the suspense going by 
doing the Presentation of Prizes in reverse order, all photographed by Des, (Thank You), so that 
by the time it came to announce the top 4 Prize-winners nobody could have guessed which of 
them was the Winner. 
Mary Tynan – Winner of 3rd Prize          Louise Mahon – Gross Winner 
Joan O’Connell – Runner-Up 
Finally, the announcement that everybody was waiting for: 
Deirdre Mc Swiney – The Worthy & popular Winner of Captain’s Prize.  
Congratulation to all 28 Prize-Winners. 
 
All these events & the daily running of the Club don’t just happen without the huge time & effort 
of so many people, so please bear with me as I acknowledge them & hope I don’t leave anyone 
out. 
G.M. Simon, Claudia & Barbara in the office. Caterers Marcel & Sandra + Jennifer, Marius & staff, 
Geraldine & Dave who do so much work in the Clubhouse behind the scenes, Alan, Ben & 
Matthew in the Pro shop, Ger Morgan, Mary & staff who are doing great work on the course, 
President Ann & the Council members including Gillian, who masterminds The Tee Times 
Magazine & recruits possible new members that Noreen Maynard & her team look after when 
they join, Our Trustees, The 2 Golf & Sub Committees, Thank you Michael O’Neill & Kevin 
O’Riordan for all your help, Joe Cremen & his great Junior Committee, Fiona Murphy & her Team 
who keep coming up trumps with their beautiful floral arrangements for every occasion & the 
many many volunteers, especially in the Ladies section whose offers of help are invaluable & 
much appreciated  – Vice-Captain Derval, Bridie, Mary G. Mary T. Deirdre & the other ladies on 
the Committee who have been so hard working & supportive over the 7 months I have been in 
office - Thank you all most sincerely.  
 
I must mention 2 special people - Brenda Flynn – Thank you for entrusting me with the honour & 
Privilege of being Captain of the Ladies Section for 2017. Not an easy task to follow in the 
footsteps of so many great Former Captains.  
Captain Michael -  who has been a joy to work with since we undertook this journey together in 
November 2015, always with a smile, great humour & dedication in getting the job in hand done. 
It would be remiss of me to omit our respective partners, Mary & Paddy for their support, 
patience & tolerance dealing with our absences last year & to date this year!  
Finally, A Sincere Thank You to all our members for your support, words of encouragement & 
courtesy, it is my privilege & honour & such a pleasure to be Captain in this exciting year of 
change in HGC.   
Captain Carmel.   
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Some of the ladies getting  
Ready to play on Day 1. 
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Winner  

Deirdre McSwiney 

Runner Up 
Joan O’Connell 
Gross Winner 
Louise Mahon 

Third Prize 
Mary Tynan 
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  Aggregate Winner:  
Class A: Brenda Flynn  
Class B: Susan Curran  

Class C: Angela McCudden 
Class D: Mirja Wenski 

First day:  
Class A: Fiona Staunton  
Class B: Marie O’Brien  
Class C: Deirdre Ward  
Class D: Kitty Walsh 

Second Day:  
Class A: Mary Judge  

Class B: Bernie Walsh 
Class C: Anne O’Gara  

Class D: Siobhan O’Connell 
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It was with some relief that I woke on the 1st day of my Captain's prize and saw sunshine after the 
rain we had in the previous few days. 
All got off to a great start with competitors teeing off at 6.30am to 4pm. While the sun shone the 
breeze was shifting on the course and made conditions difficult  however  as usual there was one 
man who stood out Eamonn Walsh on 40 points closely followed by Tom Turley and Karl Hanratty 
39 points. 
  
  It was a credit  to Ger and his team  that people who had not scored well still praised the 
 condition of the course  and the greens. 
  
 I suppose my 2nd day really started with another fantastic Friday Nighters run by Dave and Gus 
the Ant and Dec of Howth Golf Club. 
  
 Once again the weather was as requested ,sunny with some wind. The leader board was tight 
with little separating the top 20. However up stepped Jeff Fallon to shoot 42 points  
and leave all in his wake and take the prize well done Jeff. 
  
Golf was followed by a fantastic meal thank you Marcel and Sandra. 
  
 Simon and Alan made sure that all ran smoothly and Ger Morgan and his team had the course in 
such great condition. 
  
 Thank you to all the score card checkers, ball spotters and the men's committee and all  
  who played winner and non winners. 
  
A special congratulations to Michael Fitzgibbon on being selected on the Irish under14 team..The 
Club are very proud of your achievement and wish you every success. 
  
Michael O’Connor 
 

Captain Michael presents Jeff Fallon with 
his prize. 
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Captain Michael’s 

1st day 
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 Peter O’Gorman receving his second prize. 
 
 
 
Peter Gillett receving his third prize. 

Vice Captain George Kearns presenting  
Captain Michael with his flag. 

Sean O’Sullivan and Des McKenna 
Receiving their prizes. 
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SEVEN   MONTHS   ON 
  
HGC is now six months into our five year strategic plan.  As members have visited and 
played golf during that period they would have been aware of the hive of activity Howth 
Golf Club had become.  Work began in early March on our new golf/professional shop 
and I think most would agree that the end result greatly adds to the appearance of the 
building.  Great credit is due to all concerned.  Our previous President Liam Cahill and 
former Council members are to be commended for their foresight in bringing the five 
year plan to the members.  
Our new Professional Alan O’Sullivan is now installed in the shop and I want to wish him 
every success into the future. 
Our course Superintendent Ger Morgan has strived mightily to make our course an 
enjoyable experience for golfers of ‘mixed ability’ and separately in Tee Times Paddy 
Cooney is reporting on the course. 
We now have wonderful catering in HGC, namely MS Catering, in the persons of Sandra 
and Marcel.  Their contribution in terms of food and ever pleasant service has greatly 
enhanced the club experience for our members. 
None of the above improvements, would have been achieved in this short period of time 
without the drive and commitment of our General Manager, Simon. Thank you Simon. 
On a personal note I want to thank the members for their kindness to me since taking up 
the office of President and in particular to our two captains Carmel and Michael for their 
unfailing courtesy. 
 
Ann Coleman 
President.  

Pat Slowey and David Quinn 
receiving their prizes from  

President Ann 
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From the winner of The Lady 
Captain Carmel’s Prize  

Deirdre McSwiney. 

 What a night, what style, what weather, what fun! To say the night was abuzz with chatter and 
excitement, would be an understatement…particularly around who would win the coveted Lady 
Captain's Prize. 
 
It was Deirdre McSwiney.  
 
Deirdre in her speech remembered queuing for coffee at the bar for a Wednesday competition 
and doing her usual – and indeed many of our usual - “how DO you get good at this game!?” rant. 
Phil Redmond, who was standing beside her that Wednesday, kept staring straight ahead and 
with her usual understated pearl of wisdom simply said “It will take at least six years to get to 
know this place”. Well Deirdre humbly says it took her ten years, because there she stood winner 
of the coveted prize, the beautiful sapphire pendant. 
 
Deirdre thanked the Lady Captain Carmel and Vice Captain Derval and indeed all the committee. 
She complimented them, and the club, for all the work that goes on throughout the year and 
particularly for this illustrious competition. Deirdre also thanked her playing partners over the 
two weeks, an integral part of her game, Mary McKenna and Rosaleen Lyons the first week, and 
Anne O’Gara and Carmel McCanna the second week. Deirdre mentioned Gillian Guinness and her 
efforts with new members, her welcome and indeed her ‘how to’ tips. 
 
Deirdre also mentioned her Mum, she said "well she's here in the ether and presumably having a 
grand laugh as she'd say to herself "…."at the good of it all”. 
She went on to say that “this is simply a beautiful prize” and that she would “treasure it always”. 
Finally, Deirdre warmly told the assembled ladies how much Howth Golf Club means to her, the 
friendships, the fun and both competitive and non-competitive days of golf. She finished by 
saying that it is a place she wants to commit to for as long as she can, wishing all the best playing 
to everyone. 
 
 Deirdre well done and congratulations from all of us on your great achievement and we wish you 
another ten years of happy and successful golfing. 
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From the winner of 
Captain Michael’ 

Prize  
Jeff Fallon 

 

I am delighted to win Michael’s Captain’s Prize in what has been a great year for me to date. I have 
only gotten to know Michael in the past couple of years as we share a row in the locker room, he is 
a great ambassador for the Club and a gentleman to boot.  I think Michael was happy to see me 
win his prize but not because we are neighbours in the locker room, more so because as he knew 
it meant my handicap would take a sizeable cut before we meet in the next round of the singles 
matchplay. 
 
I’ve been a member of the club for 23 years and this season I’ve played more golf than at any 
other stage in the last 15 years and back then I was working in the bar so I spent pretty much all of 
my waking hours in the club.  We have a family tradition where my brother Rob, my Dad and I play 
together in the first round of the Captain’s.  This year we were doing our best to drag each other 
down as both Rob and I started well with 17 points through the first seven holes but both of our 
scoring tailed off after that, the low point for me being six dropped shots in the last six holes. 
Thankfully I made amends on day two where I played the same final six holes in five under with 
birdies on 13, 14, 16, and then the highlight coming on 17 when I holed a SW from 100 yards for a 
two .  The round included a total of five birdies and an eagle so it really was one of the rounds 
where everything goes your way.  I would like to thank my playing partners, James Raleigh and 
Mike Woods, who were great company and a pleasure to play with.  The course, which is going 
from strength to strength, was in peak condition for the two rounds of the Captain’s.  Ger Morgan 
and his team have made huge improvements to both the presentation and the playability of the 
course and they deserve massive credit.  I am the second Fallon to clinch a Captain’s Prize with my 
brother Rob winning it in 2002 when Dermot Twomey was Captain.  Hopefully my Dad won’t have 
wait 15 more years before another Fallon gets their hands on a Captain’s Prize, if he doesn’t pull 
his socks up soon it might be one of his Grandsons who wins it before he does! 

From Left to Right 
Simon, Rob, Dec,  

Jeff & Declan. 
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Juniors Report. 
 
It’s been a busy time on the Junior front since the last Tee Times. We have been running 
coaching sessions on Wednesday afternoons from 3.30  to 4.30 from the beginning of May and 
the Juniors are very fortunate that our new club pro Alan has been giving his time to provide a 
well structured programme each week. We must also thank the members Billy, Kate,  Errol, 
Lesley, John, Carol and Siobhan who help with the supervision of these sessions. We have been 
running Junior competitions on Friday  mornings  during  June and from July onwards these will 
also include course practice for cadets. Thanks to Billy, Dermot and John for helping out with 
these. 
Teams from Howth have taken part in the Fred Daly Trophy (managed by Brendan Smyth),  The 
Fingal Junior Foursomes and the Leinster U-15 Interclub matchplay (both  managed by Errol 
Golding). Though we did not progress in these competitions (we reached the third round in U-
15s) the players put in some very good performances and Errol informs me that our  young 
Juniors coming through are among the best he has seen. We must mention Michael Fitzgibbon’s 
great win in the Connacht Boys Open,  the fine performance of Mikey Duignan in the Ulster Boys 
and also their excellent performances in Gerry Barry’s Junior Cup team. These big hitters  also 
helped out with drives on the 18th tee box on Pink Day. 
 Errol’s team had its first outing in the Fingal Junior League on June 26th  in Forrest Little G.C. 
where  we were represented by Conor Moran, Gavin L’Estrange , Mikey Wright and Conor 
McKenna. We finished 3rd out of 14 teams and Gavin had the best individual score of 43 points.  
Howth G.C. will host the Fingal Junior League on July 3rd when sixty four players will come to play 
in the second round accompanied by their convenors and managers. On the same day Howth will 
compete in the Irish Junior Foursomes in Deerpark. 

Leinster u-15 Interclub 
Matchplay boys team  
Ben Foy, Conor McKenna, 
Michael Fitzgibbon, Conor 
Whyte, Mikey Wright 
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An exciting new development for Juniors at Howth Golf Club is the Junior Camps @Howth Golf 
Academy run by Alan. These are for boys and girls and will be run in conjunction with Junior 
Golf Passport which is a structured programme for learning all aspects of skills and etiquette. 
There are five camps planned and these will run at different times from July 31st to August 23rd. 
Contact pro shop for details. 
A ‘meet and greet’ took place on 28th July for all Juniors and their parents. The roles of 
Children’s Club Officer (Lesley Phelan) and Club Liaison Officer (Karl Dunne) were outlined and 
Code of Conduct forms were signed by parents and Juniors. Copies of the Junior Guidelines 
were also distributed and discussed. 
On Friday July 7th ,the cadets will start their Friday morning sessions. They will be brought out 
on the course under supervision and we look forward to an enjoyable summer of golf. If any 
parent has a free Friday morning  and would like to give a hand out in supervision on the 
course just let me know. Even one morning  in the summer would be a help! 
Joe Cremen, Junior Convenor. 
 
Junior Girls  
We now have 11 girls in the Cadet Section. From Easter they have been practicing golf each 
Wednesday. Since Alan O'Sullivan's arrival the girls have benefited from weekly coaching with  
the junior boys. They are now looking forward to getting onto the course as  
they start their summer holidays. Grateful thanks are due to the Committee :Lesley Phelan, 
Siobhan O Connell and Carol Scott. 
 
Kate O Neill & Joe Cremen 
Junior Conveners 

Michael Fitzgibbon in full swing on his way to  
 4th place in Leinster U14 in Corballis 

Leinster U-15 Interclub 
Matchplay boys team. 
Tom Crinnion, Mikey Duignan 
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On Wednesday 14th June (between the Lady Captains Days) there was a fund raising 
team event for Breast Cancer Research.  The day was dry and sunny and of course had 
the now well known “Howth” wind.  The clubhouse  and the course was a “sea of pink” 
as all the ladies dressed up for the event and many got into the spirit of the “pink day” 
with boas and wigs and pink grass skirts!!!!.  One could say there were 50 Shades of Pink 
on the course and not a man in sight up to 4pm!!!!  The competition commenced with a 
glass of Prosecco with a strawberry which got everyone into the spirit of the event.  We 
must also congratulate male and junior members who also wore their pink gear with 
pride.   Congratulations must go to all the members and their guests for making this such 
a successful day as in excess of €4,000  (and still counting)   was raised for the Charity 
which was the main goal for all the members and guests. Congratulations to Pauline 
Quinn and her team and to the sponsors on the day for this very successful and well 
organised event. 
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Winners Agnes Buckley and Phylis 
O’Brian ( Malahide) 

with Miriam Hand BCR and Lady Captain 
Carmel 

Best dressed lady Barabra O’Leary 
Third place Mary Tynan and Carol 

Carberry 

Best dressed Man, Des Slowey 
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Maura Dillon, Michael Fitzgibbon, 
Alan O’Sullivan and Michael Duignan. 

Lady Captain Carmel with her guest, 
Kay Garvey, Hilda Carr and Ann 

Mullen. 

Some light refreshment 
before going out. 
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Social Butterfly 
 
The season of Golf commenced on Saturday 13th May with the first major competition of the 
year – The President Ann Coleman’s Prize to the ladies and gentlemen of the Club.  This was an 
integrated timesheet and was very well supported by all the members.  President Ann greeted 
players and wished them luck as they each set off to play their game.  The first President’s 
Dinner which was beautifully prepared by Marcel and Sandra was held the same evening and 
again very well supported by members and their guests.  There was an array of prizes and the 
lucky winners of the beautiful wine hampers were – Pat Slowey with a score of 34 points and 
David Quinn with a score of 37 points.  Congratulations to Pat and David and all the prize winners 
on the day.   The members were delighted to see our President Ann back in the Club again 
following an illness.  
  
Wednesday 10th May was a prize giving day for the lady members.  This took place in the evening 
which enabled business ladies to attend. Congratulations to all prizewinners.    The ladies also got 
the opportunity to meet our new Professional Alan O’Sullivan who is very busy giving lessons and 
setting up the new proshop.  The reconstruction of the proshop is now complete, it looks 
fantastic and adds a new dimension to the Club House by opening up the entire area and is very 
welcoming to both members and visitors.   We wish Alan every success in his new position with 
the Golf Club.    
 
The golf season is now in full swing with the weekly 18 hole competitions for both ladies and 
men.  The weekly Monday nighters, Tuesday nighters, the Invitation Thursday fourballs.  A new 
fortnightly competition for the ladies takes place on the back 9 holes on Monday nights and is 
called the “Juliettes”.  Great support has been given to this new competition. We would 
encourage all members particularly new lady members to play in this competition as it gives 
everyone an opportunity to meet and play with different members in the Club.   
 
As well as the above golf competitions the social Friday nighters commenced on 5th May and will 
now take place on a monthly basis  and in some instances a bi-monthly basis.  This fun evening 
(which costs €20 for the golf and food – you have to buy your own drink!!! ) gives all members, 
and particularly new members, the opportunity to invite a friend, partner or husband (and on 
some occasions all three!!!!) for a round of 9 holes of golf followed by supper in the Club. On 
Friday 23rd June there was a Champagne Scramble and each player was greeted with a glass of 
Prosecco which was very generously sponsored by Aoibhainn and Niall McCormick. If you were 
lucky you also got a glass after your round of golf!!!  The Friday nighters competitions are very 
social occasions and encourages members to get to know one another in a very relaxed 
atmosphere.   
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The next major competition in the Club was Lady Captain Carmel’s Competition which took place 
on Saturday the 10th and Saturday 17th June.  The weather on the first day (10th June) started off 
with fog which sadly delayed the competition for approx 50 minutes.  However once the fog 
cleared there was beautiful sunshine but extremely heavy winds. However that did not deter 
many of our lady golfers  and the lead score on the first day was 32 points and the leaders were 
Marie Stanley (15) 32 pts Mirja Wenski (34) 32 pts and Marie O’Brien (21) 32 pts  All the lady 
members were spoilt with  goodies to take around the course and refreshments adjacent to the 
10th green which consisted of homemade lemonade and biscuits, absolutely scrumptious.   The 
second day on 17h June was sunny and warm and dry from start to finish.   The final day was very 
exciting for all of those golfers who were on the leaderboard. 
 
Lady Captain Carmel’s  magnificent prize was a white gold necklace with a sapphire pendant 
surrounded with diamonds and this beautiful prize was deservedly won by Deirdre McSwiney 
who had a total score of  64 points.  Congratulations and good wishes were expressed to her by 
all the lady members of the Club. The runner up was Joan O’Connell (9) 63 pts. 
Gross Prize went to Louise Mahon 46 pts. Third Prize went to Mary Tynan (15) 62 pts. There 
were many other prize winners who were all very fortunate to receive beautiful Stephen Pearce 
Pottery.   A more detailed report on all the various prizewinners and a selection of beautiful  
photos taken by Des Gilroy are all set out on separate pages. All of these prizes were presented 
to the Ladies at a most beautiful dinner prepared by Marcel and Sandra and served by their 
excellent team and was thoroughly enjoyed by all the lady members. Thank you Captain Carmel 
for giving us a wonderful two days of golf finishing with a superb dinner and beautiful prizes on 
the final day.  
   
The Des Rea O’Kelly Trophy an integrated competition was played on Saturday 24th June and 
won by John Tynan (24) 37 pts and our hard working editor Gillian Guinness (12) 34 pts 
 
The next major golf event will be Captain Michael O’Connor’s Competition to the gentlemen of 
the Club with the first round on  Saturday 1st July  and  the second round on Saturday 8th  July.  
We wish Captain Michael and all the gentlemen, dry weather and good golf.   
 
The Club Open Week commences on  Sunday 9th July until Saturday 15th July.  This is an ideal 
opportunity for all members, both male and female to promote Howth Golf Club to their 
families, relatives and friends.  
 
The Captains’ Charity days will take place on Friday 27th and Saturday 28th  July.  The Corporate 
day is €400 a line and includes lunch or dinner on the same day or evening.   Saturday 28th July is 
the members day which costs €100 per team.   The designated Charity is Parkinsons.   This is a 
very worthy charity and deserves the support of the members and their friends.    
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There will be a number of other major competitions in the Club over the coming months, The 
Captains’ prizes to the Ladies and Gentlemen of the Club and the Michael Hannigan Shield.  
Please check your diaries in order to make sure you get your name on the various timesheets.  
Saturday  28th  August the Husband and Wife Competition will take place which is an annual fun 
competition in the Club.   This very enjoyable event is followed by dinner and prizegiving in the 
Club.   Eddie and Mary Hyland are the organisers and would appreciate the support of the 
members for this social day and evening.  
 
Norma O’Mahony 
 

Brenda Flynn presenting Lady Captain Carmel 
with her flag. 
 
Lady Captain with Lady Vice Captain. 
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When Howth Golf Club welcomed its new Head Professional Alan O’Sullivan on May 1, 2017,  it 
marked a remarkable landmark in the Club’s history, for although the Club is over 100 years in 
existence Alan is only the 3rd pro to hold that position.  Our first pro was the famous Jack O’Neill 
who served the Club from February 1925 to May 1967.  O’Neill was then succeeded by John 
McGuirk who held that position for  the next fifty years until early this year. 
 
Alan joins the Club at the beginning of a new era for the Club and arrived in time to help shape 
the new Pro Shop development which is designed to provide members  and visitors with a new 
high level of golfing expertise and range of services and equipment.  
Alan was born in nearby Killester but the family moved to Clontarf when he was just ten. His 
father Tadg was a member of Royal Dublin and from the time he was only six Alan was an 
enthusiastic regular on the St Anne’s pitch & putt course.  At 9-years he was already down in 
Royal Dublin where the club nurtured what was known then as the Junior Juniors, giving a 
limited access to the course for sons of members. At 12-years he achieved his ambition of joining 
the club as a Junior and played almost every day there during school holidays.  He was a busy kid 
because, in addition, he was an enthusiastic hurler and footballer with Raheny GAA right up to 
minor grade.  
 
After that, golf took over and he rapidly got his handicap down to 2, delighted to better his older 
brother Niall who plays off 5.  As Alan puts it, he was sensible enough to realise early on that the 
pro-tour was not for him but he was determined to make his career in golf and , after a year in 
Malahide GC with John Murray, he apprenticed himself to Leonard Owen in Royal Dublin from 
2002-2007.  
In 2008, to widen his commercial experience, he took on a managerial position with the Direct 
Sports Wear chain store group which had five retail units around Ireland. However, golf 
hearkened after five years and in 2013 he joined Brian O’Callaghan as a teaching pro and 
working in the shop at Ballybunion GC.  This was followed by three years at Lahinch and 
Ballyneety clubs with the Head Pro Donal McSweeney.  And when the job came up in Howth, 
Alan was delighted to get the chance to return to his Northside Dublin.  
 

Howth Golf Club  
Welcomes  

New Head Professional 
Alan O’Sullivan 
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Alan has very  quickly established himself in a very short time in the activities of Howth Golf Club 
and this writer was greatly surprised on the first day of  the Lady Captain’s Prize competition at 
how many ladies Alan was able to greet by first name. And it was very much the same on Michael 
O’Connor’s Prize Day.  
Talking to Alan, he expresses appreciation and delight at the very warm welcome he has received 
on his arrival in the Club which he describes as “fantastic”.  Members have been very quick to 
book-in for lessons and,  in the very short time it has been open,  the shop  has been quite busy.  
He is very happy with the facilities and puts at rest any reservations many members have had 
about the adequacy of the practice facilities.  
In offering members golfing lessons, Alan is utilising the new-to-the club Trackman technology. 
This enables coach and pupil to track everything the club does during and after impact and shows 
club speed, ball speed, carry, spin rate and attack angle.  
With Alan’s enthusiasm and modern technology, Howth Golf Club can look forward to a bright 
future in interclub competitions. The invitation to members is ‘Join the queue and see how your 
handicap tumbles’.  
Des Gilroy 
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HOWTH GC - WINNERS OF NORTH DUBLIN SNOOKER LEAGUE 2017  

 

The winning team with Golf Captain Michael O’Connor;   John Bennett, Alan Cusack, Michael 
Gray, Rowan Johnson, Paul Lambe, Kieran Maher, Timmy McDonnell, Jimmy O’Neill, Vincent 
O’Neill, Brendan Smyth and John Stewart.  
We congratulate the eleven players who represented Howth Golf Club in the North Dublin 
Snooker League and who were worthy winners of the 2017 Trophy.  
Six golf clubs, which also have snooker facilities, took part in the League, St Anne’s, Clontarf, 
Forrest Little, Malahide, Skerries and Howth. Each match consisted of five games, two singles and 
three doubles, so the team for each match consisted of eight players. Each club played two 
matches against the five others, one home and one away,  so in all  our Howth team had ten 
matches from January to the end of March.  
Stuart Keogh was Team Manager and we congratulate him and the rest of the team on their 
great win.  
Des Gilroy 

	

With a lot of home matches  going on we are always looking 
for supporters to cheer on our teams, whatever their size. 
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CATERING DUO CONTINUE 
TO WIN FRIENDS  

It is hard to believe that it is just over six months since our very popular caterers Sandra and 
Marcel took over the kitchen and bar at Howth Golf Club. Arrival date was Monday, December 
12th  and the first big challenge was to ensure that their first big session with the members on 
the Captains’ Drive-In Day in early January would be a success. It is no exaggeration to say that 
their attention to detail and commitment to a high level of service on that day,  as they fed the 
hungry in both the Carrickbrack and Shielmartin Rooms concurrently,  made an immediate 
impression on members and we knew that we could look forward to a bright catering future in 
the Club.  
 
We were lucky in that both Sandra and Marcel had a long apprenticeship in top-class catering 
both in Ireland and abroad.  
 
Sandra Scharlacht grew up in Erfurt, a beautiful medieval  and touristic city one-hundred 
kilometers south-west of Leipzig in Germany. As soon as she left school she realised her interest 
was in catering and for a number of years she worked on cruise ships.  With great jealousy we 
can report that one such cruise was a six-month one which took her on a total circle of the 
world. Starting in Acapulco in Mexico, through the Panama Canal, to New Zealand, Australia, 
Malaysia, Thailand, Seychelles, Mauritius, Cape Town, Namibia, Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, 
Trinidad and back to Mexicol Just thinking of it is breathtaking.  
 
In 2006, wanting to improve her English, she came to Ireland and fortuitously found herself on  
Howth’s West Pier in Aqua where she was to work for ten years 2006-2016 and make friends 
with many of our members.   In Spring 2011 Sandra took a winter break in Obergurgi, a small ski 
resort near Solden in the Austrian Tyrol, working in a hotel there.  By coincidence, a certain 
young German chef by the name of Marcel was also working in the 5-star hotel, they met and 
the rest is history.  
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Marcel Platzk grew up in the northern German port city of Hamburg, where he initially studied 
geology in the local university. However, he was more interested in catering and spent a year 
touring Europe  with pop groups including the very popular American funk rock band, the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers. Following that, he spent seven years in Austrian hotels until his eventful meeting 
with Sandra in 2011. After she returned to Howth, he was soon to follow taking up a number of 
kitchen posts including a stint with Derry Clarke in the famed L’Ecrivain in Baggot Street and in the 
very popular Italian Maximilians Bistro in Blanchardstown. 
 
However, both were determined to do their own thing together and in 2012 they set up a coffee 
shop in Malahide while at the same time taking on the weekend catering in Malahide Yacht Club 
where they were to spend 3 ½ years. During this time, Sandra was keeping a close eye on 
opportunities in Howth and in August 2013 she opened up the Howth Market Deli on her own. 
This took a year to get off the ground but is now doing excellent business, particularly over 
weekends.  
 
In  conversation with Tee Times, Marcel and Sandra express quiet satisfaction with how the Howth 
Golf Club business is progressing.  They have been good listeners and strive to continually revise 
their menus to meet members requirements. It is quite obvious to all observers that the bar food 
offer has been much improved since their arrival while their catering for the big occasons has 
been particularly well received.  Club catering can be a minefield where some members will never 
be satisfied but so far Marcel and Sandra have managed to overcome all obstacles  
Marcel is quietly optimistic that turnover with members can continue to grow while the opening 
of  the new pro-shop and the Clubs marketing drive for increased green fee business will also 
assist. They also hope to grow their home catering business and would hope members would pass 
on recommendations to their friends.  
 
Meanwhile Sandra continues to juggle her activities in HGC and the Howth Market Deli with also 
giving plenty attention to baby boy Eric, now 1 ½ years and enjoying his daytime activity in a 
Baldoyle creche.  We wish all  the family a very successful and happy business relationship with 
HGC and  our members which will hopefully go well into the future.  
 
Des Gilroy 
  
 
 

From the editor… 
 
I would like to thank, Norma, Pauline and Des for all there input into this edition 

of Tee Times. 
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HOWTH’S MICHAEL FITZGIBBON WINS 
CONNAUGHT U14 OPEN GOLF 

CHAMPIONSHIP AND GETS GUI 
NOMINATION.  

 

Having put himself on the national radar by winning the Connaught U14 Open Golf Championship 
at beautiful Strandhill GC in Sligo in April, taking home the Colm Gannon Cup, Howth Golf Club's 
Michael Fitzgibbon has been nominated by the GUI to compete in the English Boys U14 Open 
Championship for the Reid Trophy. This prestigious competition will be held this year August 8th-
10th at the Manchester Golf Club. 
 
The 54-hole stroke play championship is played over three days. The full field plays 18 holes on 
each of the first two days. After 36 holes, the leading 70 competitors and ties qualify to play the 
final 18 holes on the third day. The winner will return the lowest gross score over 54 holes. 
The course, at Hopwood Park, was designed by Harry Holt and should suit Michael, being a mixture 
of parkland and moorland. It is a course where accuracy is more important than distance.  
In April Michael made his national mark when he won the the Connacht U14 Open Title taking 
home the 'Colm Gannon' Cup in the process.,  
 
Playing off a handicap of five then, he carded a level par 70 having covered the front nine in 33 
strokes, 3 under par, having  picked up birdies at the 4th, 8th & 9th to go alongside his six pars. The 
back nine at Strandhill poses a stiffer challenge and despite getting himself to  -4 through 12  holes, 
two of those were immediately given back at the 13th with the 16th and 18th seeing his remaining 
under par score surrendered. Michael won the Gannon Cup with two strokes to spare over three 
players who returned 2-over 72’s.  
 
Nevertheless being able to complete a championship round in level par at the age of 14 is an 
astounding achievement and he is certainly a player for the future. In the meanwhile, his handicap 
has now come down to four.  
 
Des Gilroy 
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Junior Club Offices 

As you know sport has a positive influence on children, developing a wide range of skills that 
they can use throughout their lives. When clubs deal with juniors it is important that their 
safety is safeguarded and that their overall experience is a positive one. In order for this to be 
effective Safeguarding should be an intrinsic part of the running of a club, here in Howth we 
are in the process of  doing exactly this. 
It is our pleasure to introduce two new roles which will enable the experience to be a positive 
one for our juniors.  
The Club children's officer's role has been undertaken by Lesley Phelan and it is her aim to 
establish a child centred ethos, she is the link between children and adults in the club 
,monitoring and reporting to the clubs management committee on how policy impacts young 
people and the people working with them . 
The Club designated liaison officer is Karl Dunne, he has the responsibility for reporting 
allegations or suspicions of child abuse to TUSLA (child and family agency) and /or the Garda 
Síochána. 
 
Incorporation of these roles in our club will ensure that best practice is adhered to and that 
vetting for the volunteers is carried out and that all involved will have attended the necessary 
courses to enhance this practice. 

Lesley Phelan Karl Dunne 
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We are now halfway through the golfing season and judging from the feedback you are all 
impressed with the presentation of the course and the work of the Course Superintendent, 
Gerard Morgan, and his staff.  
  
While cutting greens, fairways and tee boxes is an ever-ending task at this time of the year, there 
is also the constant struggle with disease, pest & weed control.  
  
The greens are cut daily and are top-dressed every ten days with 3.5 to 4 tons of sand to maintain 
a good putting surface and reduce thatch (accumulated organic matter). In addition, greens are 
sprayed once a month with spray containing seaweed, iron, nitrogen phosphate and fulvic & 
amino acids for the promotion of growth and the prevention of disease. A wetting agent is applied 
once a month to prevent dry patch on the greens. They are verticut every two weeks (with the 
new verticut machine) and also aerated every two weeks. They are rolled at least twice a week 
which provides a smooth, true roll on the greens and rolling generally increases the speed of the 
greens. 
  
 The tee boxes are cut 2-3 times a week, top-dressed with washed sand twice per season and 
divots are filled with a mixture of sand, peat, fertilizer and seed every day. The fairways are cut 
twice a week and the rough is cut once a week. Tee boxes and surrounds are sprayed once a 
month.  
The ability to do all this is dependent on the weather conditions, which was good up to the third 
week in June but took a turn for the worst leading up to the Captain Michael O’Connor’s Prize and 
presented a significant challenge to the course staff to get the course in the excellent condition it 
was presented in for Day 1 of Michael’s prize.  
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Disease control on the greens is very good and in general the greens are in good conditions from a 
playing perspective. The 5th fairway and to a lesser extent the 7th fairway are problematic. On the 
5th you will have noticed dead patches of grass etc. This is due to leatherjackets (the larvae of the 
Crane Fly or daddy Long Legs), which have attacked the roots of the grass and the result is the 
grass dies and hence the brown patches. The problem is under control but outside of this 
immediate issue the 5th and 7th fairways are problematic and have been for a number of years 
(despite new turf/sod being laid a number of years ago) and this will have to be reviewed and 
options to address the problem assessed. 
  
The fairways at the 7th, 12th & 14th holes are being extended back towards the tee boxes by 30 
metres in the case of the 7th and 12th and by 20 metres in the case of the 14th. The first step was 
to reduce the cut height to 25mm (which has been done) and, if feasible, ultimately to bring it 
down to fairway height. This initiative is consistent with the policy of making the course playable 
(& enjoyable) by all. The 13th and 16th will be looked at for similar treatment but the terrain is not 
as conducive and there is a risk of damaging machinery. 
  
The grass mounds between the 14th & 16th fairways appears to be a constant source of irritation 
and negative feedback. The negativity is based on a number of points, one that they are visually 
and aesthetically obtrusive and are out of character with the terrain and obstruct the vista across 
Dublin Bay as you walk down the 14th fairway. Secondly, that they are a serious hazard because 
playing out of them is not just difficult but dangerous because of rocks and stones in them. Both 
the Ladies and Men’s committees have concluded that they should be removed and have 
communicated that to the Greens Committee. The Council will ultimately make the decision 
whether to remove or retain them. If the decision is to remove them, then it will form part of the 
Winter programme. 
The bunkers in Howth are difficult from a maintenance point of view and in a couple of cases very 
difficult from a playing point of view. Ideally you want bunkers that result in the ball coming to 
rest in the middle of the bunker with a reasonable lie and a fair opportunity to exit. Some of the 
Howth bunkers are almost V shaped with difficult lies and also some have an overhang which 
makes them difficult to maintain. The issue of reconstruction of some bunkers will be looked at 
and possibly incorporated into the coming winter programme.  
  
The new machinery has resulted in a lot less time being spent on repairs and breakdowns, better 
finish to the work, which is evident to all. The strategic plan provides for further necessary 
machinery up-grades over the next two years.  
  
The irrigation system was reviewed & mapped earlier this year and 24 greenside sprinkler heads 
were replaced. The sprinklers are programmed to come on at night on a needs basis. During the 
very dry period they would have been turned on every second night and between 20 & 30 
thousand litres of water applied. The sprinklers on the tee boxes are well past their sell by date 
and need replacing but this has not been done.  
 
 
 



Tee Times      Summer Edition 2017 

www.howthgolfclub.ie 

Howth Golf Club 

  

While the feedback on the course from members etc. is very positive, there is a long list of 
suggestions, minor complaints and so on, that members of the greens committee have received. 
All very reasonable and would be nice to do but the focus for the Course Superintendent and his 
staff is on getting the core job done. Once the growing season starts there is no time available for 
the staff at the disposal of the Course Superintendent to do anything other than cut the greens, 
fairways and tee boxes and practice ground, maintain bunkers and apply feed/fertilizer & 
topdressings and deal with disease and weed control. If we want a course presented like the 
KClub or Portmarnock then we will need similar staffing levels. However, I am not suggesting 
anything of the kind but I do want people to understand that it is not possible to deal immediately 
with all the members suggestions, however laudable and desirable. 
  
Which brings me to the burning issue of the flags and the decision to abandon the 3-flag 
designation for pin position. The reason for abandoning the 3-flag designation for pin position was 
to minimise the disruption for the course staff and ensure that they could devote their time to the 
core work of maintaining tees, fairways and greens. The course staffing complement in Howth is 
the absolute minimum required to maintain an 18-hole course and when you add in the extensive 
practice areas there is no time available for anything other than the core tasks in the main 
growing season. The 3-flag system required additional time taking flags off and putting flags on 
the flag poles. However, as you are aware, having reviewed the decision and taking on board the 
objections to the change, the Council decided to implement a modified two flag system. Yellow 
flag for the back half of the green and red flag for the front half of the green. This will not unduly 
disrupt the course staff from their core tasks and given the small greens in Howth should provide 
adequate evidence of the pin position. 
Paddy Cooney 
Courses Convenor 
  
  
Paddy Cooney 
Course Convenor 
 July 2017 
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Howth Professional Shop & Golf Academy 

Member Benefits 

• 10% Members discount on all clothing 365 days a year 

• Discounted lessons for all members including individual, group, on-

course sessions and junior camps 

• Full club custom fitting service available using Trackman 

• Full Ping & Srixon sets available to trial free of charge 

• Regripping Service available now (full repair service to follow shortly)- 

Call in for a free grip check 

• Powakaddy rental only €10 to members 

 

Tea, coffee, cold drinks and snacks now available in the pro-shop 

Weekly Twosies for Ladies & Men’s Competitions- Entry €2 

We will try to price match where possible and if we don’t have what you 

want in stock we can order from all major brands 

Shop & lesson vouchers now available 

For more details on these offers contact Alan on 0863827443 or at 

proshop@howthgolfclub.ie 

 

Kindest regards, 

Alan 

 

       


