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CAPTAIN’S REPORT FOR TEE TIMES
It is hard to believe that our year of Captaincy has come to an end and what a marvellous
year it has been. We have had so many memorable occasions that started in January with
our Drive-In, with 9 holes of golf, Pat Kelleher welcoming us as we walked back to the
clubhouse to lively music that tempted many of the players to drop their golf gear & enjoy
the music – the terrific lunch served to the 186 members and families. We are very grateful
to you all for your support and good wishes making it such a special day for us. The
following day Junior Captain, Matthew Duignan had his Drive-In, followed by a 9hole
competition for the boys, the girls hit off the 1st tee & then joined the large gallery.
The monthly Music Circle (Jan’-March + Oct’-Dec’) Organiser - Michael O’Hanlon. These
evenings have a loyal following and they would be delighted to see more of us share and
enjoy a musical evening with them. Thank you, Michael, Sean and Norma for all your help
for our “Captain’s Choice” in January. To Emer O’Hanlon and her Choir, thank you for
providing the lovely music again this year for the Service for Deceased Members & Staff.
Early April was the start of the many ladies Inter- Club Matches, several of them getting
through to the 3rd & 4th round, so close and exciting. The ladies Fingal Team went to the
Final in Balcarrick but lost to Clontarf on the 19th by 1 putt. Well done ladies, you have
added another beautiful Trophy to our Trophy cabinet. Team Captains, Assistants, Players &
Caddies, thank you one and all for your commitment/dedication and being great
representatives for HGC. I am so proud to have been your Captain this year. With Alan on
board for advice and coaching, I see great success for HGC in the future.
In late April we hosted North Dublin Captain’s Ass. Golf and dinner for 183 former Lady
Captains’, followed 2 days later with the ILGU Inter Club Team Matches from 8 different
Clubs, the next day we hosted Golf & lunch for Captains’ from 10 clubs. In May we had The
President’s Cup, June - Pink Day & Captain’s Prize, 2 days I will never forget. The excellent
work done for these events alone by so many of our volunteers, the Caterers, Sandra,
Marcel & their staff, Ger Morgan & his staff, was superb and showcased HGC as never
before. The flowers and arrangements have been magnificent all year and contributed in
no small way to the great atmosphere in the club, many thanks to Fiona Murphy and her
team of helpers, well done ladies.
Monday Juliets’ – Zita, you gave this event a personality that has been an amazing success.
Thank you for undertaking the task and maintaining the ethos of social, fun golf.
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Friday Nighters’ – Gus & Dave, Many Thanks to you too for your great work into making
these nights such a success - 2 of the most talked about nights all Summer.
In the Summer edition of the Tee Times 2017, Gillian has included events from April to
early July including the 2 days of our Captain’s Prizes, with numerous photos taken by
Des, we are extremely grateful to you both for a difficult job well done. Similarly, Gillian’s
Autumn edition has events July to September + photos. The unidentified Social Butterfly
also contributes equally accurate details of all these events.

There have been so many great events this year but top of the list must be our Captain’s
Prize Days & the Captain’s Charity 2 days in aid of Parkinson Association. Almost €29,000
raised, thanks to you the members & the hours of time and work of the Committee, Tony
& Frances Brady, Gerry Salveta, Niall Mc Cormack & Geraldine McGuire, not forgetting
the raffle ticket sellers. Colossal Team work. Thank you all.
We had Captain’s Prizes to the members in August plus The Husband & Wife, hosted by
Mary and Eddie Hyland, 2 very popular and well supported events.
Our Ladies Day away in Knightsbrook was terrific, many thanks to Veronica Baker and
Marie O’Brien.
Des Gilroy and his team: Eilleen, Norma, Niamh, Maura D. & Mossie have had packed
audiences for their Theatre nights and the amazing Abba Show. Des with the help of
Angela Mc Cudden have ensured that we have a record of most events for the year, we
look forward to going through them all next year!
Paddy Keenan, thank you for your help with the Trophies for the Presentation night in
September and organising the updated engraving of the Annual Winners.
Congratulations to all this year’s Matchplay winners.
It has been an interesting year being on Council and experiencing all the work they do on
our behalf, President Ann, Michael D. Colin, Paddy C. Gillian & Rob H. Our Trustees:
Paddy Mc G. Declan F. Gerry Barry, Kay & Aveen, thank you all. Look forward to going
through them all next year!
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Sandra, Marcel, Marius, Patrick & Giuseppi, you have also played a huge part in this success
with your catering and service, which is greatly appreciated by us all.
Pro Shop – Thank you for your support and company on Captain’s Prize Days, we wish you
continued success with the great service you have provided for us members, ably assisted
by Ben & Matthew.

Ger Morgan & Team, Peter, Fraser & Graham are doing great work on the course making it
more playable for all levels of golf, is attracting more Green Fees whose comments are very
positive about their visit to H.G.C. Mary Moore with her lovely smile and green fingers that
have enhanced the surrounds of the Club. Geraldine Costelloe, always with a smile and her
offer of help for all occasions.
We have a great Club but as well as the contributions from the professionals above, it is
you the Members who make all the difference, with your welcome to new members and
visitors alike, your support for the different activities and social events that has given our
Club the success we are all enjoying. Last, but not least, to our huge number of volunteers
in both sections – without your help, our Club could not function.
Heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you all for your support.
It has been an Honour and Privilege to have been asked by Brenda & Joe to represent you
as Captains’ for 2017.
We wish you a very Happy Christmas, good health & good golf for 2018.
Captains Michael and Carmel
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Our Vice Captains for 2018
A huge congrats and a warm welcome to the role of Vice-Captain
to Carol Carberry. Carol gave a lovely speech on the night of
the announcement, congratulating her male counterpart,
Charles Stewart, and thanking Derval Magann for asking her to
take the role. Carol was thrilled to have her husband, Ronan,
and two of her children, Aisling and Gavin, along with her.
Carol spoke about the merits of having Derval as our new captain,
someone she described as “not alone a great golfer but also a great
club member”. Carol also thanked Carmel Walshe for inviting her onto the ladies
committee, and congratulated Carmel on a wonderful year saying that “She made it look
easy when I know well it is not, but her dedication, attention to detail, time given
supporting matches, greeting visitors, organising dinners, making speeches, updating the
diary, representing Howth Golf Club both here and in other clubs and her faith and
encouragement in her committee is a credit to her.”
Carol was first introduced to Howth Golf Club by her husband Ronan and his parents Joe
and Pat Carberry 29 years ago. Carol decided to apply for membership not long after,
having heard tales over Sunday dinner of this hole and that hole, how the greens/tee
boxes were etc. Carol said that those were the days of 'Waiting Lists' for membership and
so, as with many other members, she waited. Carol was accepted as a Pavilion Member
in 1991 and after a three-year stint in Mayo she became a full member in 1998, crediting
her mother-in-law for helping her with her game and introducing her to fellow members.
Carol said that she is “delighted to be the incoming Lady Vice Captain” and looks
“forward to the next year with Derval and George” and wished them both a “wonderful
and successful year”. Carol finished by saying that:
“We have a fantastic golf club, fantastic members, a great course and wonderful staff. I
want to commend the Councils both past and present together with the mens and ladies
committees for bringing it to where it is today. I will do my very best to listen to what
members have to say, to give what they say careful consideration and to do my very best
for Howth Golf Club.”

www.howthgolfclub.ie

Howth Golf Club
Tee Times

Winter Edition 2017

Hear, hear Carol, we wish you a successful and enjoyable year, and thank you for your
involvement to date.
Pauline Quinn

Vice Captain Carol with her family, Asling, Pat, Ronan, Joe and Gavin.
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Many congratulations to Charles Stewart on assuming the role of Vice-Captain for 2018
Charles joined Howth Golf Club in 2001. His son, Carl, was a junior member which
influenced his decision to join our great club. This is something that the captain at the
time Sean O’Brien noted during his interview, stating that “It is customary for the son to
join on the father’s coat tails, not the other way around” before welcoming Charles to the
club.
Charles thanked his family for their support and encouragement, in particular his best
friend and wife Millie. Charles thanked Michael O’Connor for the nomination saying “it
was a total surprise to him” when Michael invited him to be Vice-Captain, and wished
Michael well for a speedy recovery and hopes to see him back on the course soon.
Charles praised Carmel Walshe for the “introduction, announcement and of course the
kind words”. Charles also highlighted that “this nomination will go down in history as it is
the first occasion that both Vice Captains are introduced by the Ladies” and that “this fits
in well with Howth Golf Club’s policy on integration, as voted on at the recent SGM.”.
Charles wished George and Derval “well for their forthcoming Captaincy year” and
congratulated Carol on her nomination as Vice-Captain.
Finally Charles thanked his playing partners and his son Carl, and wished everyone well for
the forthcoming year and ended by saying “Happy Golfing”.

Congratulations Charles, all the very best in your role as Vice-Captain this year and
“Happy Golfing” to you too.

Vice Captain Charles
with his family, Carl,
Millie and Suzanne.
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PRESIDENT”S YEAR END SUMMARY.
We have just come to the end of the first year of our five year strategic plan. Council set
itself several objectives for the year, and most of those objectives have been met, as
witnessed by our new shop, the employment of our new club professional Alan, and
huge improvements to the course. Other plans have been deferred in the interest of
prudence. Colin has referred to this in his report.
Howth Golf Club does not have a constitution, it has however a substantial set of rules.
I have at this stage to acknowledge the help given to me by Tom Thunder to navigate
through the maze of rules.
During the year Council has looked at the question of governance of the club, and in
this context set up a sub-committee. This committee have produced a very substantial
report and I want to thank the members of the committee for their work, Eamonn
Brennan, Louise Mahon, Tony Roe, and chaired by Brenda Flynn. Council will look to
this report in the new year.
During the last two months I have greatly missed the listening ear of Captain Michael
and I sincerely hope that as you read this Michael will be well on the way to good
health.
Gillian Guinness has retired from Council having served for three years. Her work in
recruiting new members, and then mentoring them has been of great value to the club.
I sincerely hope that Gillian will continue to assist the club with such members, albeit in
the background. Enjoy your rest Gillian, you certainly deserve it.
Social events during the year have been a resounding success and for this a special
thanks is due to Rob Hersens and Des Gilroy.
I want to thank both Captains for their support during the year as well as all members
of Council. To all the staff of Howth Golf your contribution to our club is hugely
appreciated.
Ann Coleman
President.
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" The Mondaynighters”

By John Robinson

During the late 60's a far sighted group of Howth golfers of modest golfing prowess, but
with strong social skills, recognised a "gap in the competitions market". These sagacious
golfers, including Joe Comyn, Larry and Leo O'Dwyer, Peter Whelan, Paul Noonan, Sean
O'Brien and several others decided to set up a weekday 9 hole competition on Mondays
in 1968 and with remarkable inspiration christened it " The Mondaynighters"!
This competition quickly established itself and has grown into one of the most popular
events for male golfers with a handicap of 16+..It is an ideal entry point for new
members and welcomes all with the commitment never to leave anyone behind without
opposition.
The generosity of the Mondaynighters and the scoring system ensures that the vast
majority of competitors win a prize of some sort during the season.
The Mondaynighters season commences as soon as the clock goes forward in March and
carries on 'till end September with the Final Day on first Saturday in October.
The winners of this year's main competitions were:
Mondaynighters League( Neil Paul Trophy ): Sean O'Sullivan
H'cap. Night Series: Captain Michael O'Connor
Final Day( Michael Kelly Trophy ): Michael Dunphy
Mondaynighter of the Year: Sean O'Sullivan
Next year 2018, The Mondaynighters celebrate their 50th Anniversary and we will be
incorporating several special events to commemorate the occasion. It is hoped that more
members who are eligible will join in and enjoy the experience. More details of the
special events will be published in the Spring.
Thanks are due to all the volunteers who assist when needed to keep the show n the
road.
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Captain’s for 2018 receiving their Jackets.

Captain’s Carmel and Derval.

Captain’s Michael and George.
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Junior Captains Report

It is difficult to put into words how happy I am with how my year
went as Junior Captain. 2017 was almost like a calm after the storm
which was our centenary year in 2016. Conor Collier, my predecessor,
had big boots for me to fill and I knew it would take a lot of work to
be “on par” with all he did for the Junior section during his year as
Junior Captain.
My first day out as Junior Captain really was one for the books. As is customary every year,
this was my Drive-In which traditionally takes place the day after the Captain’s and Lady
Captain’s Drive-In. It was hard to compete with the stellar drives produced by Michael and
Carmel that Saturday, but I was fortunate enough to win the competition which came with
my drive-in, shooting level par for the back 9. It was a proud day for me and I was
delighted to see such a big turnout from juniors and full-members alike!
However, it goes without saying that my Junior Captains Prize day was the standout fixture
of the year. As is typical of this day, we were lucky to experience clear blue skies on what
was a wonderful day for some of our club’s most talented golfers to display their skills. I
was delighted to present first prize on the day to Conor White, who had a score of 39
points. My golf didn’t quite reach the same heights on the day but it was still one to
remember and an honour and a privilege to have played such a pivotal part in what is a
very special competition.
Away from the golf, the Junior Section saw Joe Cremen take the reigns as Junior Convenor,
which is no simple task. We were all glad to see Joe adopt the junior sub-committee to
assist him as had been done the year previous. I would like to thank Billy Ward, Dermot
Twomey, Errol Golding, Brendan & John Smyth, Ray & Conor Collier and John Clancy for
their contribution to said committee. Joe’s hard work in 2017 has not gone unnoticed by
us Juniors, especially by me as he was the man in charge in what was such a special year
for me. On behalf of the Juniors I would like to thank him for his contribution to our
section and to wish him the very best in his future golfing endeavours.
An important thing which I should note and should be recognised by all is the talent our
Juniors possess in what is quite a small section. For example, in the recent Junior Captains
Selection vs Captains Selection exhibition match, 11 of my 12 players were single handicap
golfers, quite extraordinary. Whether it’s from the perspective of the category one golfers
or those starting off, the environment which Howth Golf Club provides for young golfers is
second to none, and those who make it so deserve every credit.
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In terms of Junior inter-club competitions in 2017, the superb run of our u15 team was
the main highlight, in which they were narrowly defeated by Roganstown GC in the latter
stages of the competition. Numerous Juniors have also represented the club at Senior
level in 2017, which shows that we are valued by our fellow members. We hope that we
can do what is expected of us in more ways than just performance when chosen to
represent our club.
An important thing which I should note and should be recognised by all is the talent our
Juniors possess in what is quite a small section. For example, in the recent Junior
Captains Selection vs Captains Selection exhibition match, 11 of my 12 players were
single handicap golfers, quite extraordinary. Whether it’s from the perspective of the
category one golfers or those starting off, the environment which Howth Golf Club
provides for young golfers is second to none, and those who make it so deserve every
credit.
In terms of Junior inter-club competitions in 2017, the superb run of our u15 team was
the main highlight, in which they were narrowly defeated by Roganstown GC in the latter
stages of the competition. Numerous Juniors have also represented the club at Senior
level in 2017, which shows that we are valued by our fellow members. We hope that we
can do what is expected of us in more ways than just performance when chosen to
represent our club. On a personal level, I was fortunate enough to have been picked to
play in the Barton Cup by Colm Carton and the Jimmy Bruen Shield by Robert Herssens.
These two were main highlights of my year and I appreciate being given the opportunity
to represent Howth.
To conclude, I would like to thank all of those who have supported me over the course of
what has been an unforgettable year. Firstly, my friends; former captains Conor Collier
and Brendan Smyth, along with John Smyth and Ciaran Kelly, whom kept me in check
every step of the way and are directly responsible for my catching of the disease known
as golf. Every Junior Captain must spend a certain amount of time with the Club Captain
and Vice-Captain, it is almost customary. The assistance of Michael and George in
particular, as Men’s captains in 2017, meant a lot to me and I really appreciate it. I would
also like to take the opportunity to wish Captain Michael a speedy recovery, who I look
forward to seeing at his Captains Dinner when the time comes.
George and Derval, it’s all over to you now! Best of Luck!
Matthew Duignan,
Howth GC Junior Captain 2017.
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Junior Golf Report.
2017 has been another successful year for Junior Golf. This was due to the efforts of the
committee who ensured above all else that there were plenty of opportunities for both
Juniors and cadets to play golf on a regular basis during the summer and other holiday
periods.
This year much emphasis was again placed on coaching and the February sessions were
provided by Karl Herbert in Kinsealy driving range. From early May our new pro, Alan,
took over and provided very successful and well attended coaching sessions on
Wednesday afternoons. Coaching camps were also a new feature of this year’s
programme and Alan ran summer camps for different age groups in August. There was
another camp for eight to thirteen year olds during the November mid-term break.
A very important aspect of coaching is that provided by Errol Golding to the various
Junior teams and also to boys who represent the club at individual level. The crowing
success of course this year was Michael Fitzgibbon’s
win in the Connacht Boys U14 Open Championship,
his part in the Leinster U14 team who
won the Interprovincial Championships,
and his being picked to represent Ireland
at underage level. It was great to see Howth
represented in the Reid Cup in England and
the Scottish Boys U14 Open. There were also
good performances in the Provincial Opens by
Mikey Duignan and Tom Crinnion.

During July and August teams managed by Errol competed every Monday morning in the
Junior Fingal League. Teams were also entered into the Andy Desmond Trophy, the Fred
Daly Trophy, the Irish Junior Foursomes and we had a good run in the Leinster U15 Inter
Club Matchplay Competition. Howth G.C also hosted the Fingal Junior League in July,
when we welcomed over fifty Juniors from other clubs, along with their mentors, who
enjoyed both the golf and Sandra and Marcel’s catering.
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The Junior golfing year culminated in a keenly contested (but friendly!) Captain’s
Selection v Junior Captain’s Selection annual competition during the mid-term break.
The rivalry was strengthened this year by a couple of father-son pairings in the
matchplays (Colliers and Kellys)! Though Matthew Duignan’s Juniors started out as hot
favourites the match ended in a 3-3 draw and everyone enjoyed food and refreshments
in the clubhouse afterwards.
Another important development this year was the appointment of Karl Dunne as Club
Designated Liaison Officer and Lesley Phelan as Club Childrens’ Officer. This
demonstrates the club’s commitment to the safety and welfare of the Junior and Cadet
players in the club.
So overall, a successful year for Junior Golf and thanks must be given to the committee
members who gave freely of their time and advice to help the running of Junior Golf
and attend Sub –Committee meetings. Thanks to Errol Golding, Billy Ward, Dermot
Toomey, Brendan Smyth, Ray Collier, Matthew Duignan, John Clancy, Conor Moran,
Conor Collier and Joe Cremen. Our gratitude also must be extended to the Captain
Michael O’Connor and Vice Captain George Kearns who gave such welcome support
and advice to the Junior Section throughout the year.
On a personal note I would like to say thanks to all the Juniors I have dealt with during
the past year. I was most impressed with their golfing talent and also their polite
manners and good humoured behaviour.
I would like to wish Ken Williams every success in his role as incoming Junior Convenor
for the coming year and I have no doubt that under his guidance Junior Golf in Howth
will only go from strength to strength.
Joe Cremen
Junior Convenor.
From the Editor…....
I would like to take this opportunity to thank
all the club members that have made my
job much easier. Des and Angela for all their
photos, Captains Carmel and Micheal,
Norma, Pauline, Joe, and Paddy for their
articles and those who kindly helped me
with the new members.
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Presidents Tea Party

President Ann checking that Gillian
Blake and Monica Cagney have enough
tea.

On Saturday afternoon the 25th November the President Ann Coleman, Captain Carmel
and Committee members welcomed past members of Howth Golf Club for an afternoon
tea party. Members both past and present attended who no longer are actively playing
golf in the Club. This afternoon tea party was such a success in the Centenary Year last
year that it was decided to have it again this year. A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by
all who attended All the present day and active members very much appreciate the
support and commitment given by these long standing members as they formed the basis
of a very successful Club which we have to-day and were delighted to meet up with all
these past members and friends as it gave them the opportunity to chat about times past.
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The team behind the Tea Party.
Zita Bergan, President Ann, Muiris Heron, Captain Carmel,
Joan O’Connell and Therese Gray.

Paddy Collins, Ann McNeice and Sheila Blake
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Joan Greene and Loretta Cummins

Shean Sheills and Charm Rudd

Sally Kelly and Gerty Galvin
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Social Butterfly – December, 2017
2017 was the commencement of the second century of Howth Golf Club and is now almost
completed. It has been a busy year for the Council, Ladies Committee, Men’s Committee
and our Captains Carmel and Michael. Unfortunately Captain Michael became unwell
whilst away on holiday in September and is now only returning to Ireland. He has been
missed in the Club and all the members send him and his wife Mary their very best wishes.
On Wednesday 13th October there was a prizegiving afternoon for the ladies where all the
prizes for the summer months were presented. At this event there was also some special
trophy prizes presented. Mary Tynan was the winner of the Michael Hannigan trophy. This
was a great achievement given that this competition took place the day following the Club
Finals of which Mary was the winner of the Ladies Cup Matchplay Singles Competition.
Congratulations and best wishes were extended to Mary on this stupendous achievement.
Claire Walsh and Norma O’Mahony won the Foursomes Trophy (formerly The John McGuirk
Trophy). Both Claire and Norma were away on holiday for the presentation evening and so
were presented with the Trophy at this event. They were both delighted to have won this
trophy and they took the opportunity to thank all their opponents and most particularly
wished to thank Pat Slowey and Brid Reynolds for the friendliness, courtesy and
graciousness in which they played the final of this Foursomes Competition on a day outside
the “Final” allocated day. This was very much appreciated by both Claire and Norma.
Other presentations were the Silver Medal won by Yvonne Agnew the Bronze Medal won
by Claire Walsh and the Silver Spoon won by Lesley Phelan.
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The Final of the Friday nighters on Saturday 14th October had to be cancelled due to the
unavailability of both David O’Hare and Gus Moffatt. David’s mother sadly passed away as
also an aunt of Gus’s wife Valerie, may they both rest in peace. Both funeral masses took
place on Saturday 14th October. The members extend their sympathies to both families.
The Music Circle evenings commenced on Wed 12th October. The first evening was
presented by Louis Crowe who chose a wide selection of music and gave very informative
information associated with the music. The evening was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Past Captain, Bernard Byrne, added a new dimension to the Music Circle on Wednesday
8th November by presenting a night of the Beatles. Not only did we hear the music but
we got the opportunity to see the Beatles in action. Bernard presented us with a most
enjoyable evening and sent many of us down memory lane when we attended hops and
discos and danced to the Beatles. We all waited with bated breath for the arrival of the
fifth Beatle who appeared and gave us a fabulous rendition of Yesterday and the fifth
Beatle was no other than Bernard himself. Thanks must also go to Bernard and his wife
Mary for their generosity in arranging wine and canapés at the interval for all.

On 27th October Theatre Nights returned to Howth Golf Club. A two part evening of
Poetry and Music – the wonderful poetry of Seamus Heaney followed by the excellent
playing of Pat attended. This wonderful presentation was once again organised by Des
Gilroy.
On Wednesday 1st November an Ecumenical Service was held for the deceased members
and family members of the Club. The very simple service which consisted of prayers and
music by the Howth Golf Club Choir was a special reminder of loved ones who sadly are
no longer with us. Emer O’Hanlon very kindly, as always, taught and conducted the Choir
for this service. The ladies committee with the assistance of the restaurant and bar staff
served lovely refreshments after the Service which enabled all who attended to chat to
one another.
Sadly the Captain’s Dinner to be held on Saturday 4th November had to be cancelled due
to Captain Michael’s illness.
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On Monday 6h November there was the announcement of the new Vice Captains for
2018 and congratulations and every good wish were extended to Carol Carbury and
Charles Stuart in their new roles. The prestigious role of Captain for both the Ladies and
the Gentlemen of the Club is a very important one and the members were delighted to
wish both Carol and Charles every success in their roles of Vice Captains in 2018 and
Captains in 2019.
On Saturday afternoon the 25th November the President Ann Coleman, Captain Carmel
and Committee members welcomed past members of Howth Golf Club for an afternoon
tea party. Members both past and present attended who no longer are actively playing
golf in the Club. A wonderful afternoon was enjoyed by all who attended.
On Thursday 30th November ABBA Forever came to Howth Golf Club. Tickets were sold
out like hot cakes well in advance of the night but thankfully for some disappointed
members some tickets then became available due to the seating configuration. With an
audience of over 200 the excitement was electric and one couldn’t see for the Bling and
the Glitter not only from the ABBA Group on stage but also from the audience who got
into the spirit of the night. The music was sensational and had everyone up on their feet
dancing the night away. A very successful and thoroughly enjoyable evening and another
wonderful presentation organised by Des Gilroy.
Captain Carmel’s Ladies Dinner was held on Saturday 2nd December and it was a most
memorable evening. The atmosphere was electric which was only surpassed by the style
and glamour of our Lady Captain Carmel and all the ladies. Lady Captain Carmel’s guests
included her three beautiful daughter, Vice President Betty and the ILGU representative
Jackie Horan. Unfortunately Captain Michael’s wife Mary was unable to attend as they
both only returned to Ireland on Saturday. There were various toasts and magnificent
speeches given not only by Lady Captain Carmel but also from Louise Mahon, Joan
O’Connelll and Brenda Flynn. The food and service from Marcel and Sandra and staff
and the drinks service from Marius and the bar staff was superb.
There was a “this is your life” story given by Deirdre McSwiney based on the life of
Captain Carmel and her fantastic achievements not only as Lady Captain, but also as Lady
Vice Captain and an ordinary Committee Member and ordinary member of the Howth
Golf Club. There were many other achievements (too numerous to mention), outside of
Howth Golf Club.
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This “life story” of our Lady Captain was received with tumultuous applause and
standing ovation from the lady members of the Club. The night was completed with a
band (organised by Lady Vice Captain Derval) and dancing continued into the wee
small hours of the morning. A thoroughly enjoyable night was had by all.
On Wednesday 6th December the Ladies will have a 3 Person Scramble 9 hole
competition with all the proceeds going to the Vincent De Paul. There is a tea party
after the competition and a presentation of prizes. This is an annual competition at
this time of year and is always a most enjoyable day and evening.
On Wednesday 6th December Bert O’Brien will present his choice of music which will
also include a Christmas selection. The followers of the Music Circle are looking
forward to Bert’s evening.
On Saturday 9th December there will be the final competition of the year which is the
Christmas Hamper Mixed Greensomes. This is a draw so it will make for an enjoyable
and fun 12 hole competition. The competition will be followed by a Dinner and
Cabaret in which the Malahide Singers will perform. Please give your name to Sandra
if you would like to attend what will be a very enjoyable evening.
Santa Claus will be visiting Howth Golf Club on Sunday 10th December and he looks
forward to meeting all the girls and boys and taking note of what presents they would
like him to bring to them on Christmas Eve. Again there will be a list with names and
ages of all the boys and girls visiting Santa. Lunch bookings are now being taken for
the Santa Day.
On Saturday 6th January 2018 the Captains’ Drive-In takes place On this day,
members are invited to join the 2018 Captains, Derval and George, for a 9-hole shotgun start competition, followed by the traditional drive-in and reception in the Club
House.
We look forward to 2018 and all the Tee Times team would like to wish all members
and their families a very Happy Christmas and every good wish for health, happiness
and good golfing in 2018.
Norma O’Mahony
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Club Person of The Year 2017
This year Person of the Year, selected by Captain Carmel and myself
has been a active member of the Club for a number of years, holding
various positions at Committee level.
They were the driving force on the sub committee for equality and
priority on the 1st tee. They have played a large part in promoting the
relationship between the Ladies and Men Committees.
Available at a moments notice and nothing is a problem, indeed I
have on many occasions approached this person for advice and
guidance and the answer is usually ‘ I have already sorted that’.
This years recipient of the Person of the Year is
Michael O’Neil.
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Lady Captain Carmel at
The Ladies dinner with her
daughters
Yveanne, Kate and
Adriene

Julie Cassidy,
Lesley Phelan,
Lena Houlihan &
Margaret
O’Donnell.

Mary Archer and
Therese Gray
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Vice Captain Derval
presenting Lady Captain
Carmel with flowers.
Beda Farrelly & Fiona
McMorrow and
Norma O’Mahony & Jacinta
Monks enjoying the
evening.
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HOWTH GOLF CLUB HAS A REAL THEATRE
When the two-hundred plus members arrived in the Carrickbrack Room on Thursday,
November 30th, for the ABBA Concert, they were stunned to discover that the room
which they were familiar with for years had been converted into a most impressive
theatrical space. At the top of the room was a wide stage with a dazzling backdrop, fully
equipped with top of the range sound and lighting equipment. The auditorium itself
was laid out with comfortable seating for an audience of 250 people. Never before had
this room looked so perfect for a concert performance. At last, Howth Golf Club had a
real theatre.
And when the wonderful ABBA Forever group took to the stage, it was the fulfilment of a
seven-year drive by the Club’s Social Committee to give members the very best in
entertainment. It is now seven years since the current Social Committee organised its
first Theatre Night when it presented the award winning play “ A Night in November”.
Since then the members have been entertained by a wide variety of outstanding artists
including Brendan Grace, Red Hurley, Michael Harding, Peter Sheridan, Jim Doherty,
Honor Heffernan and many others. However, the shows which could be presented were
severely restricted by the presence of the dominant fireplace in the Carrickbrack Room.
The demolition of that obstacle has now given the Club an auditorium which is multifaceted and offers the opportunity to widen the scope of entertainment which can be
offered to members.
Des Gilroy and his committee had been chasing the ABBA show for close on five years
and it was a great achievement to have it in the club alongside established Dublin and
regional theatres such as the Pavilion in Dunlaoghaire, Driocht in Blanchardstown, Civic
in Tallaght and the Helix, as well as the Wexford Opera House. We are the only golf club
in Ireland to be included in this four week sell-out tour and with our theatrical
programme we are the envy of many clubs throughout Dublin.
The ABBA team were highly impressed by the professionalism of the Howth Social
committee and the warm reception they received in the Club. At the Club AGM,
President Ann Coleman acknowledged the Clubs appreciation for the success achieved
by the committee of Des & Eileen Gilroy, Niamh O’Keeffe, Maura Dorgan, Norma
O’Mahony and Maurice Connolly.
Des Gilroy.
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Howth Golf Club
Christmas Cracker 2017
Membership Promotion

Members Introduction Bonus Scheme for

Family and Friends

Introduce a new member for 2018 and receive a
concession of €150 off your 2019 subscription!
Introduce 2 new members for 2018 and receive a
concession of €350 off your 2019 subscription!

Should you have a prospective candidate and would like to
show them around HGC please contact General Manager
Simon for a complimentary green fee

Offer expires Jan 30th 2018
Terms and conditions apply, contact Simon for details
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